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PREFACE 


This  genealogical  report  has  "been  compiled  and  published  for  several  definite 
reasons.  First,  it  is  a  summary  of  material  that  has  been  assembled  from  different 
sources  by  different  members  of  our  family  ever  since  Mrs.  Elizabeth  L.  Ware  vas 
made  historian  of  the  Creager  group  at  the  reunion  in  St.  Clair  Park  in  1928. 
Second,  it  has  the  lineal  history  of  one  branch  of  our  family  chronologically  de¬ 
veloped.  This  has  required  much  time  and  research  and  yet  there  are  some  mistakes 
as  to  dates  of  birth  and  death  of  some  members.  Most  of  the  material  has  been 
obtained  by  the  reports  from  different  members  of  each  of  the  families.  Some  has 
been  found  in  family  bibles,  on  monuments  and  by  letters  from  those  living  at  a 
distance. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Oscar  Creager,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Ware  and  Mrs.  Stella  Risinger 
made  visits  to  Frederick,  Md. ,  and  to  So.  Whitley,  Ind, ,  and  were  successful  in 
getting  accurate  data  and  first  hand  reports  on  the  early  history  of  the  Creagers 
from  court  records  and  pictures  of  monuments  with  dates  of  births  and  deaths. 

The  wills  of  Casper  and  his  son  Adam  Creager  are  given  in  full  and  these  add 
much  valuable  information  to  the  report  on  our  ancestry.  The  wills  of  Peter 
Creager  and  his  son,  Ezra,  give  us  insight  about  the  family  up  to  our  own  genera¬ 
tion.  Peter  Creager* s  will  was  found  in  court  records  in  Columbia  City,  Ind., 
and  Ezra's  is  recorded  in  the  courthouse  in  Eaton,  Ohio. 

The  description  of  the  Ezra  and  Delilah  Creager  home  is  not  only  a  memory 
sketch  by  a  grandchild  but  it  is  of  a  typical  home  of  a  pioneer  family  in  early 
Ohio,  as  to  the  kind  of  a  house  they  built  and  the  raising  of  a  family  which 
represented  the  community  in  its  church,  school,  and  home  standards  of  this 
period  of  history. 

We  feel  justified  in  our  efforts  to  preserve  these  records  for  our  own  group 
and  for  those  who  will  carry  on  the  family  traditions.  The  stories  of  the  migra¬ 
tions  of  the  Creagers  from  Frederick,  Md.,  to  Ohio  in  1812,  and  from  Ohio  to  So. 
Whitley,  Ind.,  in  1836,  are  included  and  give  accurate  history  of.  the  settlements 
of  this  section  of  the  country,  from  the  days  of  the  log  cabins  and  school  houses 
to  our  modern  consolidated  schools  and  methods  of  transportation. 
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II 


RESEARCH  MADE  AND  RECOBDS  ESTABLISHED 


The  reports  herein  assembled,  have  been  obtained  from  several  sources.  The 
first  appointed  historian  of  the  Creager  reunion  Mrs.  Elizabeth  L.  Ware,  a  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Ezra  and  Delilah  Cregar,  began  the  research  in  1928.  She  visited  librar¬ 
ies  in  Dayton,  Chicago  and  New  York.  She  wrote  to  relatives  living  at  a  distance. 

She  had  conferences  with  many  of  the  older  members  of  the  family  and  found  data  in 
family  bibles  and  on  monuments.  She  was  assisted  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  John  Oscar  Creager 
who  visited  the  first  homestead  of  Peter  and  Eve  Albaugh  Creager  in  Frederick,  Md., 
and  the  later  homes  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  Eike  Creager  in  Ohio  and  So.  Whitley,  Ind. 

Mrs.  Stella  Eisinger  also  contributed  valuable  material  in  the  form  of  the  wills 
of  Casper  and  Adam  Creager  which  were  found  in  the  court  records  of  Frederick,  Md, 
Peter  Creager* s  will  is  recorded  in  the  court  house  in  Columbia  City,  Ind.  It  was 
found  in  1957* 


J.  0.  and  Leoti  Creager  obtained  the  photographs  of  the  monuments  of  Peter  and 
Elizabeth  Hike  Creager  in  1938  in  the  private  cemetery  in  So.  Whitley,  Ind.  Among 
Leoti  Creager’ s  papers  was  found  the  following  memorandum: 


In  Heidelberg,  Germany,  Oscar  and  I  met  two  Kruger  men  on  the  university  fac¬ 
ulty,  Paul  Kruger  and  Dr.  Herbert  Kruger,  Paul  Kruger  is  Prof,  of  Zoology.  Dr. 
Herbert  lives  at  No.  14,  Kronprimzenstrasse.  J.  0.  had  a  long  talk  with  Prof.  Paul 
who  has  made  extensive  research  on  the  whole  Creager  family.  He  says  they  are  all 
related:  Kroegers,  Krugers,  Kriegers,  and  Creagers,  and  that  the  old  family  stem 
was  in  North  Deutchland  in  a  rural  community.  He  visits  there  every  summer  in 
further  research,  going  to  old  churches,  town  halls,  cemeteries  and  homes  for 
records . 11 


She  further  adds,  "Our  Pension  in  Old  Heidelberg  was  called  Pension  Cronmuller, 
65  Leopold  St.,  close  by  the  university  in  the  old  church." 

In  the  records  in  Montgomery  Co.,  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  may  be  found  a  great  deal 
about  the  early  settlement  of  the  Creagers  south  of  Farmersville,  Ohio,  which  was 
in  April  1812.  Other  valuable  data  about  the  families  of  Casper  and  Adam  Creager, 
father  of  Peter,  have  been  contributed  by  Mrs.  F,  C,  Rogers,  of  Frederick,  Md.  Mrs# 
Rogers  is  a  direct  descendant  of  Adam  Creager  through  his  daughter  Catherine,  who 
married  Daniel  Link.  Catherine  was  born  about  1780.  She  was,  therefore,  four  years 
z&i&^Hhpn  P^£er  Creager.  Also,  she  was  an  aunt  of  Ezra  Creager  and  our  own  real 
cousin.  sKe  is  a  genealogist  and  has  been  particularly  interested  in  the  Creager 
genealogy.  She  has  records  of  the  land  which  Casper  Creager  bought  in  1734  when  he 
first  came  to  western  Pennsylvania.  She  verified  the  marriage  of  Peter  Creager  and 
Eve  Albaugh  and  the  dates  of  the  births  and  baptisms  of  their  children.  She  furnish¬ 
ed  records  of  the  sales  of  the  land  which  Adam  Creager* s  sons  sold  when  they  decided 
to  migrate  to  Ohio  in  1812.  There  are  records  of  the  Hike  family  and  the  Ridgly 
clan,  two  of  whom  married  children  of  the  Peter  Creager  family.  All  of  these  facts 
give  backbone  to  the  traditional  history  which  has  been  handed  down  to  our  people 
through  the  years. 


The  trip  from  Maryland  to  Ohio  was  a  long  and  wearisome  Journey.  Charlotta 
had  died  in  1802  but  there  were  four  children  to  be  cared  for  on  the  journey  which 
took  about  six  weeks,  and  food  had  to  be  provided  for  everyone,  as  well  as  the 
animals  they  were  bringing  along  to  the  new  country.  The  hardships  on  the  vray  were 
beyond  the  endurance  of  the  faithful  mother  and  she  died  shortly  after  the  arrival 
to  the  valley  along  Twin  Creek  in  Montgomery  Co.,  Ohio, 
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The  lineal  history  begins  with  the  Creager  family  but  does  not  include  all  of 
the  children.  Some  of  the  groups  could  not  be  contacted.  Through  reports  from  the 
reunions  it  has  been  possible  to  track  several  families.  The  Christian,  Peter  II, 
Lydia  Burwell  and  Samuel  Creagers  have  their  gatherings  together  in  Indiana.  The 
William  Henry,  John  R's  and  Ezra's  reune  in  Ohio.  The  Levi  family  moved  to  Iowa 
and  could  not  be  located.  Adam  Creager  isras  buried  in  North  Manchester,  Ind,  No 
record. 

Any  additions  or  corrections  that  anyone  would  like  to  give  will  be  appreci¬ 
ated  by  the  present  historian,  Harriet  F.  Wright,  1717  S.W.  B  St.,  Richmond,  Ind. 
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III 


THE  CASPER  CREAGER  BIOGRAPHY  AND  WILL 


The  facts  about  this  first  ancestor  of  the  Creagers  in  America  are  meager  but 
authentic  as  shown  by  the  records  in  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  and  in  Frederick  Co.,  Md., 
courts. 

Mrs.  F,  C.  Rogers,  a  genealogist  who  has  made  a  special  study  of  the  history 
of  the  Creagers,  is  a  descendant  of  Adam,  a  son  of  Casper,  through  Adam's  daughter 
Catherine,  who  married  Daniel  Link  on  Feb.  14,  1801.  She  lives  in  Frederick,  Md., 
and  has  a  valuable  collection  of  data  of  the  Creager  family  up  to  the  present  gen¬ 
eration. 

The  following  port  entrance  for  Casper  Creager  was  found  by  her  in  Rupp's 
Thirty-Thousand  Names  of  Immigrants  to  Penn.,  1727-1776,  for  Aug.  29,  1730i  page 
62. 

"Palatines  with  their  families,  260  persons,  imported  in  the  ship  "Thistle", 
of  Glasgow' s  Colin  Dunlap,  Master,  from  Rotterdam,  last  from  Cowes  -  among  these 
one  Casper  Kreiger. 11 

In  Philadelphia  Co.,  'Penn. ,  also  she  found  these  records  of  land  purchased 
by  Casper  Creager: 

Mar,  8,  1734  “  150  acres 

Apr.  15,  1737  -  25  acres  (Penn,  Archives 

Nov.  17,  1744  -  25  acres  Vol.  24,  3rd  series, 

May  13,  1751  -  25  acres  pp.  9,  27,  28) 

A  record  of  the  birth  of  only  one  of  Casper  Creager’ s  children  has  been  found. 
That  was  Valentine,  born  to  Casper  Creager  of  Oley  Mts.,  on  Feb.  9,  173^*  and  bap¬ 
tized  Mar.  2,  173^.  with  John  Hoffert  as  witness.  This  notation  was  found  in  Penn. 
Historical  Society,  Philadelphia. 

The  date  of  Casper's  arrival  in  Frederick  Co.,  Md. ,  is  uncertain.  The  Penn, 
land  was  sold  in  1751.  He  bought  land  in  Md.,  in  1754,  1756  and  1762.  (Frederick 
Co.  Land  Records:  E.477.  H.91  and  H.l.)  At  his  death  he  owned  more  land  than  can 
be  accounted  for  by  these  purchases.  Early  purchases  may  be  recorded  in  Prince 
George  Co.  Land  Records,  Vol.F.,  pg.  493,  dated  Sept,  5,  1772,  lists  all  the  tracts 
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owned  "by  Casper  at  the  time  of  his  death  and  also  gives  the  names  of  his  heirs,  as 
well  as  their  wives  and  the  husband  of  his  one  daughter. 

Casper  Creager's  will  can  be  found  in  Book  A,  Folio  254,  Frederick  Co.  Md«, 
Records.  It  reveals  his  faith  in  God  and  his  religious  views,  as  well  as  his  be¬ 
quests  to  his  family. 


THE  WILL  OF  CASPER  CREAGER 


In  the  name  of  God  Amen,  the  fifth  day  of  Sept,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  three  I  Casper  Kruger  (or  Kreegar)  of  Frederick 
Co,  in  the  province  of  Maryland,  being  well  in  body  and  perfect  Mind  and  Memory, 
thanks  be  given  unto  God,  therefore,  calling  unto  Mind  the  Mortality  of  my  Body, 
and  knowing  that  it  is  appointed  for  all  men  once  to  die,  do  make  and  ordain  this 
my  Last  Will  and  Testament,  that  is  to  say  that  principally  and  first  of  all  I  give 
and  redommend  my  Soul  unto  the  Hands  of  God  that  gave  it  and  for  my  Body,  I  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  the  earth  to  be  buried  in  a  Christian  like  and  Decent  Manner  at  the  dis¬ 
cretion  of  my  Executor,  noting  doubting  but  at  the  general  Resurrection  I  shall  re¬ 
ceive  the  same  again  by  the  Mighty  Power  of  God  and  as  touching  such  worldly  Estate 
wherewith  it  hath  pleased  God  to  bless  me  in  this  Life  I  give  devise  and  dispose  of 
the  same  in  the  following  Manner  and  Form; 

Imprimis,  it  is  my  will  and  I  do  order  that  in  the  first  place  all  my  just 
Debts  and  funeral  charges  be  paid  and  satisfied. 

Item  two;  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Christinah,  my  dearly  beloved  Wife  her 
third  part  according  to  Lav;  made  and  provided  in  that  case,  and  the  use  of  all  and 
singular  the  household  Goods  and  movables  during  her  Life  and  make  her  besides  my 
Son,  Valentine  Kruger,  my  only  and  soul  Executrix. 

Item  three;  I  give  to  my  Children  as  Christian,  Conrad,  Adam,  Michael,  George, 
Valentine  and  Catharina,  all  and  singular  of  my  Lands  and  all  the  -premises  thereon 
and  all  the  movables  whatsoever,  to  be  divided  into  equal  parts  amongs  them,  that 
is  to  say,  after  my  Decease  my  son  Henry  shall  have  the  Plantation  where  I  now  live 
for  his  part  and  not  of  the  Remainder  of  my  Land  -  and  the  Remainder  of  the  other 
must  be  divided  amongs  the  other  children  as  I  heretofore  mentioned  to  their  Heirs 
and  assigns  forever.  And  I  do  hereby  diallow,  revoke,  and  disannul  all  and  every 
other  former  Testaments,  Wills,  Sign(es)  and  Executors  by  me  and  in  any  ways  before 
this  Time  named  willed  and  Bequeathed.  Ratifying  and  confirming  this  and  none 
other  to  be  my  Last  Will  and  Testament. 

In  Witness  whereof  1  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  the  day  and  year 
above  written. 

N.B.  Before  the  delivery  and  Sealing  of  these  presents  the  Testator  ordered 
that  his  son,  Henry,  who  have  the  plantation  must  the  Game  take  by  Valuation  of 
two  creditable  men  and  pay  the  over  plush  to  the  Remainder  of  his  Children  so  that 
they  are  all  equal  parts,  and  so  the  Tannyard  Leather. 

(  Casper  Kruger.  ) 

« 

Signed,  sealed,  published  and  pronounced!  and  declared  by  this  said  Casper 

Kruger  as  his  Last  Will  and  Testament  in  the  presence  of  us  the  Subscribers# 

Thomas  Schley,  Philip  Smith  and  Andrew  Link. 

On  the  first  day  of  October,  1765,  came  Philip  Smith  and  Andrew  Link,  two  of 
the  subscribing  Witnesses  to  the  foregoing  Will  and  made  oath  on  the  holy  Evangel¬ 
ists  of  Almighty  God,  that  they  did  see  the  Testator,  Casper  Kruger  sign  and  seal 
the  said  Will  and  heard  him  publish  pronounce  and  declare  the  same  to  be  his  Last 
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and  Testament,  and  that  at  the  Time  of  his  so  doing  he  was  to  the  "best  of  their 
apprehension  of  sound  and  disposing  mind  and  memory  and  that  they  also  saw  Thomas 
Schley,  the  other  subscribing  witness  to  the  said  Will  sign  his  name  as  a  Witness 
thereto,  and  that  they  severally  subscribed  their  Names  as  Witnesses  to  the  said 
Will  in  the  presence  of  each  other. 

Sworn  before  me,  Thos.  Bowles,  Dy.  Commy. 

Fred.  County,  Md. 


*  *  *  ****** 


IV 

BIOGRAPHY  OF  ARAM  CREAGER  AND  HIS  WILL 


There  are  numerous  references  in  Maryland  Historical  Magazine,  Vol.  II,  to 
the  Creager  men  in  service.  No  member  of  this  family  need  have  any  trouble  in 
finding  a  line  to  join  the  D.A.R.  today.  Valentine  Kruger,  son  of  Casper,  was  a 
Captain  in  the  Revolutionary  Army.  His  son,  Adam,  was  an  Ensign  (see  page  163  in 
Vol.  II  of  magazine.)  Other  men  in  service  were  George,  Conrad,  Henry,  Michael 
and  Christian,  brothers  of  Adam  Creager. 

The  Creagers  we re  all  interested  in  farming  and  had  much  land,  either  by  pur¬ 
chase  or  inheritance.  The  wills  of  Casper  and  Adam  reveal  to  us  that  their  main 
interest  was  the  dispostion  of  their  farms  after  their  deaths.  Unlike  the  English 
law,  the  property  of  these  early  American  pioneers  was  divided  evenly  amongst  their 
children  instead  of  passing,  intact,  to  the  eldest  son. 

The  wills  inform  us  of  much  more  than  the  division  of  their  lands  and  the 
names  of  the  children.  The  main  purpose,  it  seems,  is  to  justify  their  reason  for 
making  a  will  and  incidentally,  to  make  know  their  belief  in  a  further  existence 
after  death  and  a  higher  power  than  any  on  earth  which  controlled  humanity.  For 
men  who  had  labored  and  suffered  as  they  had,  the  belief  in  the  power  of  Divine 
guidance  and  an  eternal  home  in  Heaven  is  a  splendid  attribute  as  to  their  char¬ 
acters. 

Their  religious  belief,  which  was  that  of  the  Lutherans,  is  so  earnest  and 
sincere,  their  faith  in  God  and  Christianity,  the  request  for  a  decent  burial  and 
that  all  just  debts  be  paid,  reveal  a  depth  of  character  that  is  worthy  of  recog¬ 
nition  and  emulation.  He  not  only  knew  every  acre  of  his  land  but  every  tree  in 
his  orchard  and  every  piece  of  furniture  in  his  plantation  home.  He  also  gave 
thought  for  his  beloved  wife,  Christina,  if  she  should  marry  again  and  be  not  happy, 
that  she  be  allowed  to  return  to  her  home. 

Casper's  will  was  made  Sept.  5,  I763  and  probated  Oct.  1st,  1?65«  His  son, 
Adam' s  will  was  made  Apr.  11,  1801,  and  "probated  Nov.  2,  1805.  Both  wills  may  be 
found  in  the  record  files  in  the  court  house  in  Frederick,  Md. 
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6. 

ADAM  CREAGER  -  WILL 
(Bk.  G  M  R  B,  No.  1,  pg.  146) 

On  file  in  Records  in  Frederick,  Md. 


In  the  name  of  God  Amen  I  Adam  Creager  of  the  County  of  Frederick  in  the  State 
of  Maryland,  being  weak  in  Body  but  in  Perfect  mind  and  Memory  thanks  be  to  God 
calling  to  mind  the  mortality  of  my  Body  and  knowing  that  it  is  appointed  for  all 
men  once  to  Die,  do  make  and  ordain  this  my  last  vrill  and  Testament  to  say  Princi¬ 
pally  and  first  of  all  I  Give  and  recommend  my  Soul  into  the  hand  of  Almighty  God 
that  gave  it  and  my  Body  I  recommend  to  the  Earth  to  be  buried  in  Decent  Christian 
Burial  Manner  at  the  Discretion  and  Disposal  of  my  Executors  nothing  Doubting  but 
at  the  General  resurrection  I  shall  receive  the  same  again  by  the  mighty  power  of 
God.  As  to  the  Worldly  Estate  wherewith  it  has  pleased  God  to  bless  me  with,  in 
this  life,  I  Give  Devise  and  Dispose  of  in  the  following  manner  and  form  after  all 
my  lawful  Debts  and  funeral  Expenses  are  fully  Discharged  and  paid,  Viz, 

Item,  I  give  devise  and  bequeath  unto  my  beloved  Wife  Christina  Huffort 
Creager  to  be  possessed  and  enjoyed  by  her  for  and  during  the  Term  of  her  Widow¬ 
hood  the  front  room  in  the  West  end  of  the  Dwelling  House,  wherein  we  now  reside 
with  the  full  Privilege  of  the  use  of  Part  of  Kitchen  adjoining  and  Part  of  the 
Cellar  under  said  House  the  one  fourthpart  of  the  Kitchen  Garden  front  thereof- 
Likewise  a  full  privilege  of  the  use  of  the  well  now  convenient  thereto  with  her 
choice  of  the  following  Articles  Viz.  Two  Rows  of  Apple  Trees  yearly  and  every 
Year  in  either  of  the  Orchards  on  the  farm  whereon  we  now  reside.  Also  the  choice 
of  one  of  my  Mares,  Sadie  and  Bridle,  one  Cow,  three  Sheep,  the  Bed  and  furniture 
whereon  we  now  Lay,  Exclusive  of  all  and  Singular  the  above  mentioned  and  described 
bequeathraents, 

I  further  will  and  bequeath  to  her  the  one  third  Part  of  all  the  personal 
Property  now  in  my  possession. 

Item,  I  give  Devise  and  bequeath  unto  my  beloved  son,  Solomon,  all  that  part 
of  a  Tract  of  Land  Situate  laying  and  being  in  the  County  of  Frederick  called 
Spring  Garden  lying  near  to  Israel  Creek  known  and  Distinguished  by  No,  10,  con¬ 
taining  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-five  Acres  more  or  less.  Also  two  other  Lots  or 
Parcels  of  ground  adjoinings.  Tract  and  Distinguished  by  No.  73*  containing 
fourteen  and  one  fourth  Acres  more  or  less.  The  other  No.  78  containing  Twenty 
four  acres  more  or  less  together  with  one  other  Lott  or  Parcel  of  Ground  Laying 
on  a  branch  of  Grape  Creek  in  said  County  being  part  of  a  Tract  of  Land  called 
Huckleberry  Hills  and  part  of  a  Tract  called  Creagers  Lots  containing  thirty 
Acres  more  or  less  the  whole  of  said  lands  Valued  to  him  at  Five  Pounds  p.  Acre, 

To  be  held  possessed  and  enjoyed  by  him  his  heirs  and  Assigns  forever  under  the 
following  restrictions  and  Incumbrances.  Viz,  he  is  to  pay  unto  my  beloved  vlfe, 
Christina,  the  Sum  of  Ten  Pounds  specie  and  Ten  Bushels  of  Merchantable  wheat  to 
be  paid  and  Delivered  to  her  Yearly  and  Every  Year  for  and  during  the  Term  of  her 
widowhood.  I  further  order  that  he  pay  the  Sum  of  Seven  Hundred  and  thirty  two 
Pounds  Six  Shillings  and  eight  Pence  Specie  to  my  remaining  Legatees  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  manner  Viz,  to  pay  the  Sum  of  One  Hundred  Pounds  Specie  thereof  unto  my  Daugh¬ 
ter,  Catherine  one  Year  after  my  Decease  and  the  Sura  of  One  Hundred  Pounds  thereof 
on  the  Second  Year  after  my  Decease  and  so  on  until  he  has  paid  her  the  sum  of 
Five  Hundred  Pounds  and  the  residue  of  the  above  described  Sum  of  Seven  Hundred 
and  thirty  two  Pounds  Six  Shillings  and  Eight  Pence  to  be  paid  by  him  in  Yearly 
Payments  of  one  Hundred  Pounds  each  to  my  remaining  Legatees  in  the  manner  herein 
after  Described,  .  , 

Item,  I  give  Devise  and  bequeath  unto  my  beloved  Son  Christian  all  of  the 
following  Parts  of  Tracts  or  Parcels  of  a  Land  Situate  laying  and  being  Frederick 
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County  Viz.  Part  of  a  Tract  or  Parcel  of  Land  called  Mount  Pleasant  Second  a 
part  of  a  Tract  of  Land  called  Tynharts  first  Choice  Third  a  Part  of  a  Tract  of 
Land  called  Creagers  Lotts.  Fourth  a  part  of  a  Tract  of  land  called  Adam’s  Poor 
Chance.  Also  Part  of  Lott  No.  81  the  whole  of  said  Lands  containing  four  Hundred 
and  Six  Acres  more  or  less  Valued  to  him  at  four  pounds  per  acre  to  be  held  pos¬ 
sessed  and  enjoyed  by  him  his  heirs  assigns  forever  under  the  following  restric¬ 
tions  and  encumbrances  Viz,  he  is  to  pay  and  procure  for  my  beloved  Wife,  Christina 
yearly  and  every  year  for  and  during  the  Term  of  her  Widowhood  the  following  Arti¬ 
cles  Viz.  First  he  is  to  pay  the  Sum  of  five  Pounds  Specie  Second  he  is  to  cut  and 
deliver  convenient  to  her  a  Sufficient  quantity  of  firewood  Third  he  is  to  procure 
and  deliver  to  her  One  Hundred  pound  of  Good  Pork  Fourth  to  deliver  to  her  five 
Bushel  of  merchantable  Wheat  Fifth  to  feed  and  pasture  the  before  mentioned  Stock 
or  like  number  for  her  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  were  his  own  property.  Sixth 
he  is  to  plough  and  prepare  one  fourth  Acre  of  Land  and  sow  it  with  flaxseed  for 
her  he  is  to  let  her  have  full  privilege  to  pass  to  and  from  her  Ass,  Appartment 
at  pleasure  and  without  Interruption  or  Molestation.  I  further  order  that  he  or 
his  heirs  or  Assigns  Shall  pay  unto  my  remaining  Legatees  the  Sum  of  Eleven  Hundred 
and  twenty  Six  pounds  Six  Shillings  and  Eight  pence  Specie  to  be  paid  them  in  the 
following  manner  Viz.  the  Sum  of  One  Hundred  Pounds  thereof  to  my  beloved  Son 
Frederick  one  Year  after  my  Decease  and  the  Sum  of  One  Hundred  Pounds  the  of  two 
Years  after  my  Decease  and  so  on  untill  he  has  Paid  him  the  Sum  of  Three  Hundred 
and  Sixty  eight  Pounds  Specie  and  the  Residue  of  the  above  Described  Sum  of  Eleven 
Hundred  and  Twenty  Six  Pounds  Six  shillings  and  eight  pence  to  be  paid  by  him  in 
Yearly  Payments  of  One  Hundred  Pounds  each  to  my  remaining  Legatees  in  manner  here¬ 
in  after  Specified. 

Item  I  give  devise  and  bequeath  to  my  beloved  son  Frederick  all  those  Parts 
of  Tracts  or  Parcels  of  Land  Situate  laying  and  being  in  Frederick  County  ass.  on 
a  branch  of  Cabbage  Run  which  include  a  part  of  a  Tract  called  Adam's  Poor  Chance 
part  of  Mt.  Pleasent  and  part  of  a  resurvey  on  Pleasant  Mount  containing  in  the 
whole  Forty  four  Acres  of  Land  or  less  Valued  and  Appraised  to  him  at  three  Pounds 
p.  Acre  to  be  held  and  enjoyed  by  him  his  heirs  and  Assigns  forever  under  the 
following  Restrictions  Viz.  He  is  to  keep  or  cause  to  be  kept  open  and  in  good 
Passable  Order  the  Road  where  it  now  Runs  through  said  Land  forever.  If  he  at  any 
time  hereafter  Offer  for  Sale  the  whole  or  any  Part  of  the  above  mentioned,  and 
his  Brother  Christian  should  have  a  desire  to  become  the  Purchaser  he  is  to  give 
him  the  Prefference  to  any  Other  Person  Provided  he  Agree  to  give  him  as  much  as 
he  can  have  from  another. 

Item  I  give  Devise  and  bequeath  to  my  Daughter  Mary  the  Sum  of  five  Hundred 
Pounds  Specie  her  heirs  or  pssigns  to  be  paid  to  her  by  my  Executors  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  manner  Viz,  The  Sum  of  One  Hundred  Pounds  thereof  one  Year  after  the  before 
mentioned  Legacies  bequoather  to  her  Sister  Catherine  and  Brother  Frederick’s  are 
fully  Discharged  and  paid  and  the  Sum  of  one  Hundred  Pound  the  Second  Year  after 
and  so  on  Yearly  Payments  untill  she  receive  the  ass.  Sum  of  Five  Hundred  Pounds 
Exclusive  of  said  legacy  I  bequeath  to  her  a  mare  to  be  worth  Twenty  Pounds  also 
Sadie  and  bridle.  Also  bed  and  beding.  Also  to  have  Household  furniture  equal  to 
one  of  my  other  Legatees. 

Item  I  give  devise  and  bequeath  to  my  beloved  son  John  William  the  Sum  of  Five 
Hundred  Pounds  Specie  to  him  his  heirs  and  Assigns  to  be  paid  him  by  my  Executors  in 
the  following  manner  Viz.  the  sum  of  One  Hundred  Pounds  thereof  to  be  paid  one  year 
after  the  before  mentioned  Legacies  of  his  si.ster  Cathrine  and  Brother  Frederick  is 
paid  off  and  the  sum  of  One  Hundred  Pounds  thereof  the  second  year  and  so  on  in  Year¬ 
ly  Payments  until  he  receive  the  Sum  of  Five  Hundred  Pounds  Exclusive  thereof  I 
order  that  my  Executor  give  him  furniture  to  the  Amount  of  my  other  Legatees  when 
he  arrive  to  the  age  of  Twenty  years.  Previous  thereto  I  order  that  he  be  sent  by 
my  Executors  to  School  for  the  Term  of  One  Year  and  if  he  make  choice  of  beginning 
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any  Mechanical  Art  he  is  to  "be  bound  by  my  Executors  thereto.  When  he  arrive  to 
the  age  of  Eighteen  and  to  be  Supported  by  my  Executors  in  boarding  washing  and  ap¬ 
parel.  Whereas  I  have  given  unto  my  son  Peter  a  proportionable  Share  of  my  Estate 
Real  and  Personal,  therefore  I  order  that  he  is  not  to  have  any  Part  of  my  Estate 
hereafter* 

Item  I  further  order  that  my  Executors  appoint  two  Reputable  freeholders  to 
Appraise  and  Value  all  and  Singular  my  Personal  Property  afterwards  to  offer  the 
same  at  Public  Sale  then  to  Deduct  the  one  third  of  the  amount  thereof  out  which 
I  have  bequeathed  to  my  beloved  Wife  Christena  the  Residue  to  be  Equally  Divided 
among  my  remaining  Legatees  namely  Solomon,  Christian,  Catherine,  Frederick,  Mary 
and  John  William  if  any  of  them  die  without  Issue  all  the  Property  hereby  Vested 
in  them  I  shall  return  to  the  Surviving  Legatees  and  be  Equally  Divided  amongst 
them. 

I  further  fully  invest  the  Power  in  one  or  both  of  my  Executors  to  convey  and 
make  Over  by  lawful  Deeds  of  Conveyance  any  Lands  already  Sold  or  may  hereafter  be 
sold  belonging  to  my  Estate  and  not  conveyed  previous  to  my  Decease  all  the  proper¬ 
ty  in  Woodsberry  belonging  to  my  Estate,  I  order  that  my  Executors  dispose  of  to 
the  best  Advantage  and  the  monies  arising  therefrom  Shall  be  appropriated  to  the 
Payments  of  the  Debts  due  on  my  Estate  the  Overplus  money  if  any  arising  from  the 
sale  of  said  Property  shall  be  considered  as  part  of  my  Personal  Property  and  be 
Divided  as  before  directed.  If  my  wife  Christena  should  at  any  further  Period 
marry  and  not  be  so  fortunate  as  to  live  happy  with  the  person  she  make  choice  of 
6he  shall  have  it  in  her  power  to  return  and  enjoy  all  and  Singular  the  before 
mentioned  bequeathment s  if  she  thinks  proper  but  no  other  person  in  Partnership 
or  in  behalf  of  her  shall  be  entitled  to  these  privileges. 

Likewise  I  constitute  nominate  and  appoint  my  beloved  Sons  Solomon  and 
Christian  to  be  my  sole  Executors  of  this  my  last  will  and  Testament  and  I  do 
hereby  utterly  disallow  revoke  and  anul  all  and  every  other  former  Testaments 
Wills  Legacies  bequests  and  Executors  by  me  in  any  Wise  before  named  willed  and 
bequeathed  Ratifying  and  confirming  this  and  no  other  to  be  Last  will  and  Testa¬ 
ment  In  Witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  Seal  this  Eliventh  day 
of  April  Dom.  Eighteen  Hundred  and  One. 

Signed  Sealed  Published  and  Pronounced  and  Declared  by  the  said  Adam  Creager 
as  his  last  will  and  Testament  in  his  presence  and  in  the  presence  of  each  of  us 
have  hereto  Subscribed  our  names. 

Henry  Creager  ^  Herny  Reich  (written  in  German) 

Peter  X  Smith 

********* 

Frederick  County,  November  2,  1805.  Then  came  Solomon  Creager  and  Christian 
Creager  and  made  oath  on  the  Holy  Evangels  of  Almighty  God  that  the  aforegoing 
Instrument  of  writing  is  the  true  whole  will  and  Testament  of  Adam  Creager  late  of 
Frederick  County  Deceased  that  hath  come  to  their  hands  and  possession  and  that  they 
do  not  know  any  other. 

Richard  Butler,  Regr. 

Frederick  County,  November  2,  1805.  Then  came  Henry  Reich  and  Peter  Smith 
two  of  the  Subscribing  Witnesses  to  the  aforegoing  last  will  and  Testament  of 
Adam  Creager  late  of  Frederick  County  Deceased  and  made  Oath  on  the  Holy  Evangels 
of  Almighty  God  that  they  did  see  the  Testator  therein  named  Sign  and  Seal  this 
will  that  they  heard  him  Publish,  Pronounce  and  Declare  the  same  to  be  his  last 
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will  and  Testament  that  at  this  Time  of  his  so  doing  he  was  to  the  "best  of  their 
aoprehension  of  a  Sound  and  Disposing  mind  memory  and  understanding  that  they 
respectively  Subscribed  their  names  as  Witnesses  to  this  will  in  the  Presence  and 
at  the  request  of  the  Testator  And  that  they  did  also  see  Henry  Creager  the  other 
Subscribing  Witness  sign  his  name  as  Witness  to  said  will  in  the  presence  and  at 
the  request  of  the  Testator  and  all  in  the  presence  of  each  Other. 

Richard  Butler,  Regr. 


********* 


V 


THE  MARRIAGE  OF  EVE  ALBAUGK  AND  PETER  CREAGER 


It  is  amazing  to  find  so  many  records  in  the  archives  of  such  states  as  Md. 
and  Penn*  which  were  entered  while  the  states  were  still  colonies  and  during  the 
Revolution.  The  deeds  and  purchases  of  land  would  be  normal  but  the  births  and 
baptism  of  children  in  the  church  records  is  a  surprising  fact.  The  birth  and 
baptism  of  Valentine  Creager,  son  of  Casper  and  brother  of  Adam,  in  173^  is  an 
example.  Also  his  record  of  service  in  the  Revolution  is  accurately  shown,  as 
noted  in  his  biography,  This  gives  evidence  of  the  time. 

There  is  a  record  in  the  Lutheran  church  files  of  Frederick,  Md* ,  of  the  con¬ 
firmation  of  Peter  Creager,  son  of  Adam,  on  Apr.  6,  1799*  A  member  of  that  church 
and  confirmation  in  those  days  was  usually  followed  by  marriage  a  year  or  so  later. 
This  would  not  surprise  us,  therefore,  if  the  date  of  Peter's  marriage  would  chrono' 
logically  be  1?99»  On  the  record  for  Nov.  9.  1799»  we  find: 

"Peter  Creamer  and  Eve  Albaugh,  married" 

To  this  union  were  born  the  following  children,  all  baptized  in  the  Rocky  Hill 
Lutheran  church,  in  Frederick,  Md. 

Charlotta.  born  Oct.  11,  1800.  She  died  Jan.  14,  1802. 

Sophia,  born  _ ,  1801.  Mar.  Benedict  Ridgly. 

William  Henry,  born  Oct.  19,  1803 .  Mar.  Mary  Ann  Ridgly. 

Catharina.  born  Apr,  6,  1805.  Mar.  _  Newman. 

Samuel,  born  Nov.  3»  1809 .  Mar.  Mary  Jane  Leslie 

Other  court  records  that  are  worth  consideration  are:  In  1801  Adam  Creager 
sold  to  his  son,  Peter  Creager,  133‘g'  acres  comprising  parts  of  "Huckleberry  Hills", 
Resurvey  on  Rinehart's  "First  Choice",  and  Adam's  "Poor  Chance".  In  1806  Peter 
Creager  sold  this  property,  after  his  father's  death,  and  his  wife,  Eve,  relin¬ 
quished  her  dower  right.  Again  in  1812  when  Peter  Creager  disposed  of  his  remain¬ 
ing  property,  his  wife  was  named,  "Mrs.  Eve  Creager",  as  witness. 

References:-  Frederick  Co.  Md.  Land  Records,  Vol.  W.R.  #21,  p*66. 

(1801)  Vol.  W.R,  #28,  p,  510  (1806).  Vol.W.R.#42,  p.85.  (1812) J 


fob,  So  Iasi  orfj  oS  '  sv  erf  %nIob  oa  efri  To  ara.  1  aidt  ia  insauiiee*  bun  XXXv 

r-  (i  JvjiS  yill  "ifauiatT  bnr,  ^-romoa  bnl  .  jkrriaoqslCI  biie  bavoz  a  lo  aolanedeiqa* 
nl  I Xiw  slrfl  oi  seeaeflJ*  'I  sa  evBFtx  il^ris  fcecf  tioed:/3  xXovlioeaadi 
oa£a  Jblb  yorlJ  iarfi  bn A  to JhJksI  edi  lo  iaeopei  erf*  la 

ia  bm  o  ^r  e aeiq  »sij  nl  XXXv  Jblaa  oi  zBi.ilt'l  bo  n.an  a  frf  n®ln  jaenliW  ysMX’ioerfi/i 

lo  omfie-rq  wii  al  XXa  Los  roial  •  <  "  orfi  lo  ieoi/pai  arfi 

•T ■«>  .teXitfS  bmdolfi 


£  *100  G  i  1  G!  A  H0UA3U  372  10  S&UHffAM  J!  '-’I 


3 


ii'-ot  £rvte  J'-qroa?  o^oe  -(-CCX  *i©ra9T3  ni  ‘i  #noe  aid  o?  Jl  •  >- 

U--\  ,  jv>.  ,  llw  tirf  baa  alined  a'va  Jal  aid  Tvila  ,Y*i  >qoiq  aidi  b’o  .  ia;  t-> 
avert  tb  Tsie*!  n  fir  SX8X  nl  nlo$ A  .  irf^lt  lewob  *iod  brlafup 


($X8X)  .£8.q  ,S^.*.W.IoV  *(d08l)  OXq  .q  ,oS*  .S.V  .Xof  (X06X) 


10. 


Their  land  having  "been  disposed  of  in  Frederick  Co.  Md.,  the  family  of  Peter 
Creager  loaded  their  personal  "belongings  into  a  covered  wagon  and  accompanied  "by  a 
number  of  their  neighbors  and  relatives,  who  had  done  likewise,  they  set  out  on  the 
long  trek  for  the  promised  land  in  the  Ohio  Valley,  which  had  "been  carved  out  of 
the  land  of  the  North  Nest  Territory  and  made  into  a  state  in  I803.  Some  of  the 
families  with  the  Creagers,  "besides  his  "brothers  John  William,  Christian  and  Fred¬ 
erick,  were  the  John  and  Jacob  Coleman  families,  Frederick  Eidgly,  the  Hike  family, 
Hoovers,  Stephen  Albaughs,  Martin  Saylors  and  Fords,  There  wero  others. 

Tradition  has  it  that  the  journey  progressed  slowly  since  the  cattle  and  other 
animals  they  brought  could  not  be  hurried.  The  forests  through  Penn,  and  Va,  were 
dense;  where  streams  could  not  be  forded,  the  men  had  to  make  rafts  to  float  the 
stock  and  wagons  across.  They  passed  the  mountain  section  by  way  of  the  Cumberland 
Gap  and  came  up  through  the  State  of  Kentucky.  Some  of  the  families  established 
homes  in  Bracken  Co.,  Ky. ,  the  Fords,  Colemans,  Mills  and  Hoovers,  and  it  was  there 
that  our  beloved  grandmother,  Delilah  Ford  Creager,  was  born  in  1814,  on  July  16th. 
Later,  these  pioneers  came  on  to  Montgomery,  Preble  and  Darke  Counties  as  the  court 
records  in  those  counties  will  prove. 

While  the  men  cleared  the  way  for  the  caravan,  cared  for  the  stock  and  made 
the  fires,  to  the  mothers  fell  the  task  of  preparing  the  food  for  the  families,  car¬ 
ing  for  the  children  by  day  and  by  night,  the  clothing  needs  of  every  one,  as  well 
as  the  first  aid  need  for  any  injuries  or  sickness.  The  knowledge  these  mothers 
had  of  medicinal  plants  was  amazing.  Seeds  from  such  plants  as  thyme,  sago,  saf¬ 
fron,  garlic,  and  many  others  were  brought  from  their  gardens  in  Md.  to  their  new 
homes  in  the  west* 

Wearily,  the  travelcade  proceeded  westward.  What  hardships  they  endured  can¬ 
not  be  realized  in  this  day  of  fast  movement  through  space  and  in  so  short  a  time. 
For  some  who  started  on  the  journey  with  such  high  hope,  after  having  "burned  the 
bridges  behind  them",  the  monotony  of  the  continued  plodding,  on  and  on  for  almost 
a  month,  wore  their  ambition  to  such  a  low  mark  that  the  physical  endurance  was  not 
able  to  bear  the  burden. 

Thus  it  was  that  shortly  after  they  arrived  along  the  banks  of  Twin  Creek,  near 
Farmersville,  Ohio,  in  1812,  Eve  Albaugh  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery.  Her 
journey  to  the  new  country  was  completed  at  last. 


THE  SECOND  MARRIAGE  OF  PETER  CREAGER 

The  loyalty  and  sympathy  of  his  comrades  in  the  "vale  of  no  return"  sustained 
and  encouraged  the  man  who  had  directed  the  voyage  from  Md,  For  him  the  hills  of 
Ohio  must  have  lost  their  charm.  The  majestic  roof  of  the  forest  trees  must  have 
seemed  dull  and  without  spirit  as  this  man,  Peter  Creager,  looked  for  the  things 
he  had  hoped  to  find  in  the  new  country.  His  inspiration  was  gone. 

But  there  vrere  the  four  small  children  left  to  his  care.  He  took  up  the  task 
and  with  the  help  of  the  mothers  and  friends  in  the  colony,  he  was  able  to  "carry 
on"  through  the  summer  and  autumn.  He  bought  land  from  the  government  in  Cincinnati 
in  1812,  according  to  records  in  Montgomery  Co.  Dayton,  Ohio, 

The  log  cabin  for  the  home  was  built  from  the  ample  supply  in  the  forests 
near  by.  With  the  help  of  his  neighbors  this  job  did  not  take  long.  With  their 
crude  carpenter  tools  the  logs  could  soon  be  hewed  and  the  ends  notched.  Several 
men  could  lift  them  into  place  and  fit  the  end  notches.  The  clanboards  were  readily 
sliced  and  fitted  over  the  roof.  The  chimney  could  be  shaped  easily  with  many 
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glaciel  drift  rocks  in  abundance  all  around.  The  cooking  utensils  v/ere  few  but 
substantial  for  the  preparation  of  the  food  in  the  fire  piece.  An  oven  for  the 
baking  chamber  was  built  outside  the  cottage.  The  pies  and  cakes  as  well  as 
the  bread  were  baked  there.  The  vegetables  could  be  raised  in  the  garden  spot, 
but  the  main  food  was  prepared  from  the  corn.  There  was  milk,  cheese,  and 
butter,  of  course,  and  some  few  eggs.  Wild  turkeys  were  plentiful,  as  well  as 
ducks  and  geese  in  the  spring  and  fall.  The  deer  supnlied  plenty  of  meat.  The 
"jerked  venison"  was  a  delicacy  in  the  homes.  It  seems  there  was  food  suffici¬ 
ent  for  all  after  they  were  settled  and  could  harvest  the  crops. 

There  was  one  neighbor  lady  who  took  a  special  interest  in  the  four  Creager 
children  and  did  the  housework.  Her  name  was  Elizabeth  Rike.  Her  parents  and 
family  had  come  with  the  group  from  Frederick  Co.  Md*  and  had  been  friends  and 
neighbors  of  the  Creagers  all  their  lives. 

It  was  in  Nov.  1812  that  Elizabeth  Rike  and  Peter  Creager  were  married.  They 
continued  to  live  in  the  log  cabin  and  Elizabeth  managed  the  household  like  a  real 
mother.  The  children  must  have  thrived  on  her  care.  The  two  girls,  Sophia  and 
Catherine,  and  the  two  boys,  William  Henry  and  Samuel,  lived  to  advanced  age. 

The  next  year,  almost  to  a  day,  Nov.  18,  1813,  her  own  first  son  was  born, 
Ezra  Creager.  Two  years  later  his  brother  Adam  came,  followed  by  Levi  in  1817, 
and  Christian  in  1821.  Then  finally  a  daughter  in  1824.  How  proud  and  happy 
they  must  have  been  to  have  a  girl  in  the  family.  She  was  then  followed  by 
Peter  II  in  1829,  and  John  Reuben  in  1832.  Two  other  children  were  born  but 
they  died  in  infancy.  What  physical  strength  this  pioneer  mother  must  have 
possessed  to  rear  such  a  family  and  with  only  the  minimum  of  equipment  for 
making  not  only  the  clothes  for  all  of  them,  but  even  the  material,  spinning 
the  threads  and  weaving  the  cloth  out  of  which  to  make  the  garments. 

They  v/ere  citizens  of  the  community  as  well  as  members  of  the  family.  They 
were  strict  Lutherans  and  attended  services  regularly.  The  children  attended 
school  as  regularly  as  possible  and  the  youngest  son,  John  R,  described  the 
school  he  attended  in  this  manner: 

"The  log  cabin  was  built  by  the  people  whose  children  would  attend  the 
school.  The  puncheon  floor  v/as  laid  and  then  the  sides  built  up  to  form  a  room 
about  fifteen  by  twenty  feet.  After  logs  were  laid  up  several  feet  strips  v/ere 
put  in  notches  between  the  logs.  Boards,  or  puncheon  slabs,  v/ere  laid  upon  these 
to  make  the  writing  desks.  The  seats  were  puncheon  planks,  also.  The  chimney 
was  made  from  rocks  and  mud  plaster  with  a  fireplace  big  enough  to  burn  logs  of 
wood  six  or  seven  feet  long  in  cold  weather.  No  glass  in  the  open  spaces  for 
windov/s.  They  were  covered  with  greased  paper  to  let  in  the  light." 

It  is  hard  to  believe  that  children  could  learn  under  such  conditions,  but 
learn  they  did  if  they  attended  school.  There  were  young  men  who  served  as  teach¬ 
ers  in  order  to  get  money  to  continue  their  own  education.  Some  v/ere  good,  some 
not  so  good.  They  could  discipline  in  most  cases,  and  learning  and  habits  of 
study  were  developed  into  character. 
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VI 


THE  SECOND  EXODUS  OE  THE  PETER  CREAGER  FAMILY 

As  the  years  passed  on  from  1812  to  I836  the  older  men  of  the  family  "began 
to  arrive  at  the  age  of  marriage  which,  for  most  of  them,  was  in  their  early  twen¬ 
ties.  William  Henry  married  Mary  Ann  Ridgly  in  1829*  There  were  three  children 
in  their  family  "by  I836.  Samuel  and  Mary  J.  Leslie  were  married  in  1836*  Ezra 
and  Delilah  Ford  were  married  in  183^»  They  had  two  children  in  1836. 

In  family  consultation  Peter  and  Elizabeth  Creager  presented  the  idea  to  the 
group.  There  was  not  enough  space  for  the  farming  as  they  had  done  in  the  origin¬ 
al  layout.  The  Creager  men  were  all  farmers.  The  younger  men  did  not  have  funds 
to  buy  more  ground  since  the  price  of  land  had  increased  considerably. 

Another  problem  had  worried  the  family.  A  new  industry  in  Germantown  had 
been  opened.  A  brewing  company  was  making  a  new  brank  of  whiskey  which  was  very 
inferior.  They  needed  more  men  for  help.  But  Peter  Creager  was  opposed  to  his 
sons  going  into  that  kind  of  work.  So  he  made  a  trip  out  to  So.  Whitley  Co.  Ind. , 

and  bought  a  new  farm  in  the  virgin  forest  as  he  had  done  in  Ohio. 

As  many  of  his  family  joined  him  in  the  move  as  cared  to  go.  William-  Henry 
was  allowed  to  stay  on  the  farm  in  Montgomery  Co.,  Ohio.  Samuel  and  his  bride 
chose  to  go  to  Ind.  Ezra  and  his  family  started  with  the  group.  They  had  been 
living  with  the  John  Coleman  family,  who  had  adopted  Delilah  Ford  when  she  was 
ten  years  old.  She  was  married  in  their  home  and  she  and  Ezra  and  two  children, 
together  with  the  Colemans,  were  on  their  way  to  Ind.,  when,  so  tradition  has  held 

to  the  story,  Delilah  said,  "We  are  not  going  to  Ind." 

They  found  a  farm  in  Preble  Co.,  the  title  to  which  is  vouched  for  in  the 
record  of  deeds  as  it  was  found  by  Ezra  and  Delilah  Creager' s  first  grandchild, 

Abel  Risinger.  The  report  of  this  verification  is  a  fine  memorial. 

The  trip  from  Farmersville,  Ohio,  to  So.  Whitley  Co.  Ind.,  required  19  days. 

It  is  best  told  by  the  story  which  Uncle  Chris  Creager  gave  to  reporters  many 

years  after  it  was  taken.  He  was  a  lad  of  fifteen  years  in  I836.  Uncle  Peter  II 

was  seven  and  Uncle  John  R.  was  only  four.  They  always  told  how  old  they  were  when 
they  began  to  tell  of  the  trip.  This  is  Uncle  Chris'  story  as  taken  from  the  County 
History  of  So.  Whitley  in  the  library  at  Columbia  City,  Ind.  The  experience  of 
that  trip  was  branded  deep  in  his  memory  and  in  his  later  years  he  could  give  vivid 
accounts  of  it. 

"We  traveled  for  19  days  and  reached  So.  Whitley  Co.  on  Nov.  15th.  We  brought 
along  four  horses,  besides  the  two  teams  drawing  the  two  covered  wagons.  We  had, 

also,  five  head  of  cattle,  six  hogs,  three  dogs  and  one  tent.  When  we  needed  a 

fire  we  had  to  strike  a  spark  with  a  flint,  as  we  had  no  matches  then.  The  dogs 
slept  near  the  children's  feet  to  keep  them  warm  in  the  wagon  while  the  older 
people  made  a  camp  fire  in  front  of  the  tent.  Wolves  were  plentiful  everywhere.  " 

Another  account,  as  he  gave  it,  is  as  follows: 

"When  we  came  to  this  county  in  I836,  the  roads  were  more  Indian  trails  and 
almost  impassible  for  mud.  On  our  way  we  were  obliged  to  abandon  one  wagon  in  the 
north  part  of  Huntington  Co.  In  going  to  seek  for  help  I  got  lost  in  the  woods  and 
spent  my  first  night  in  this  county  in  the  open  air  without  even  a  fire,  and  two 
lnchoo  of  snow  on  the  ground." 
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A  similar  story  was  reported  "by  some  great-grandsons  of  Christian  Creager, 
who  had  heard  the  report  in  So.  Whitley,  Ind.  George  Ream*  of  La r well,  and  J. 

Alba  Glassley,  of  Gary. 

HIn  moving  overland  from  Montgomery  Co.  Ohio,  to  Ind.,  he,  Christian  Creager, 
in  company  with  his  father,  two  brothers,  Levi  and  Peter  II,  and  an  only  sister, 
Lydia  Margaret,  in  following  an  Indian  trail  across  from  Huntington  were  .swamped 
down  in  the  mud  near  the  county  line.  After  prying  out  of  the  mud  the  party  moved 
on  8 lowly,  trying  to  reach  the  cabin  of  Samuel  Creager  by  nightfall.  They  were 
throw  off  their  course  by  a  blazed  trail.  They  finally  reached  a  deserted  cabin. 
Here  they  encamped  for  the  night,  in  the  midst  of  falling  snow,  with  howling  winds 
and  howling  wolves.  The  smaller  children  were  made  as  comfortable  as  possible  with 
saddle  blankets  and  coats  for  covers  and  the  dogs  asleep  at  their  feet.  Young 
Christian  ran  round  and  round  the  clapboard  shanty  to  keep  himself  warm.  The  next 
morning  they  were  found  by  Samuel  and  Adam  and  conducted  to  their  destination.” 

Strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  site  for  the  new  home  and  farm  in  So*  Whitley  is 
very  similar  to  the  one  in  Montgomery  Co.,  Ohio.  The  entrance  to  the  place  follows 
along  a  creek  by  a  long  lane  with  many  trees  along  the  my.  The  hilly  section  is 
an  open  pasture  with  wonderful  views  of  the  country  all  around,  The  house  and  barn 
lots  are  fenced  off  with  plenty  of  space  for  gardens  and  orchards.  The  same  house 
which  Peter  and  Elizabeth  Creager  built  about  1840  is  still  standing  and  apparently 
in  good  condition.  It  is  a  frame  house,  one  and  one-half  stories  high.  The  barns 
are  back  of  and  beyond  the  house.  They  frame  in  the  end  of  the  lane.  No  other 
home  along  the  entrance. 

Across  the  road,  not  far  from  a  wooded  lot,  is  the  family  cemetery.  It  is  en¬ 
closed  by  a  wire  fence  to  keep  the  farm  animals  out.  It  is  in  this  retreat  that 
the  remains  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  Creager  were  laid  to  rest  *  The  pictures  of  their 
monuments  were  taken  by  J.  Oscar  Creager,  son  of  John  R.  and  Leoti  Creager,  in  1938. 

The  stones  reveal  that  Peter  Creager  died  Mar.  16,  184-9;  aged  72  yrs. ,  8  mo., 

10  days.  That  would  establish  his  birth  date  as  Aug,  10,  1??6,  Elizabeth,  his 
wife’s  stone,  gives  her  record  as  having  died  Apr.  5,  1870,  age  eighty  years,  2 
mo,,  10  days.  A  number  of  other  relatives  and  neighbors  are  also  buried  in  this 
plot.  It  is  referred  to  as  the  Old  Cleveland  Cemetery.  The  New  Cleveland  Cemetery 
is  to  the  west  and  nearer  to  So.  Whitley.  Uncle  Christian  Creager  and  many  other 
relatives  are  buried  in  the  new  plot. 

At  the  time  of  Peter  Creager’ s  death  there  were  only  three  of  the  children 
still  at  home;  Lydia  M. ,  Peter  II  and  John  R.  Adam  was  the  oldest  son  living  in 
So.  Whitley  Co.,  and  he  and  his  mother  were  made  executors  of  Peter’s  will. 

The  brave  and  capable  Elizabeth  Hike  still  carried  on  after  her  husband’s 
death.  The  daughter  married  in  1854,  and  likewise  Peter  II  who  remained  on  the 
farm  until  1855»  when  he  bought  a  farm  of  his  own.  Then  John  R.  and  his  new  bride, 
Julia  Banfill,  came  to  take  over  his  mother’s  farm.  They  remained  there  until  her 
death  in  1870  when  they  sold  the  home  and  returned  to  Ohio. 
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VII 


THE  FAMILIES  SCATTER 

As  has  been  stated  the  two  oldest  members  of  the  Peter  Creager  family  remain¬ 
ed  in  Montgomery  Co.,  Ohio,  when  the  exodus  to  So,  Whitley,  Ind.,  was  made.  These 

two  members  had  each  married  a  Ridgly,  Sophia  Creager  married  Benedict  Ridgly  and 
William  Henry  married  Mary  Ann  Ridgly,  both  children  of  Frederick  Ridgly,  a  life 
long  friend  of  Peter  Creager  and  a  native  of  Md. 

Descendants  from  these  families  and  from  the  John  William,  Frederick  and 
Christian  families  made  quite  a  colony  of  Creagers  in  the  region  south  of  Dayton. 
Ezra  and  John  R.  Creager  reared  their  families  in  the  northern  part  of  Washington 
Twp.,  Preble  Co*  Levi  went  to  Iowa  and  had  prosperous  farms  in  the  region  of  Des 
Moines.  There  is  no  report  on  his  clan.  Adam  and  Samuel  Creager  had  their  abodes 
in  Huntington  Co.,  and  the  Christian,  Peter  II,  Lydia  Burwell  and  Catherine  Newman 
groups  remained  in  So.  Whitley. 

Distance,  however,  did  not  prevent  their  visits.  In  Aug.  1903»  Levi  came  to 

visit  Christian.  Then  they  came  back  to  Ohio  to  visit  John  R»  and  very  many  other 

relatives,  especially  nieces  and  nephews.  Three  wonderful  old  gentlemen,  as  their 
photo  shows*  Then  Uncle  Chris  died  in  1906,  Uncle  Levi  in  1907,  and  in  1908  Uncle 
John  was  gone.  We  have  happy  memories  of  them. 
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THE  WILL  OF  PETER  CREAGER 

In  brief  the  life  sketch  of  Peter  Creager,  as  records  reveal,  is  as  follows: 

Born  in  Frederick  Co.  Md.,  Aug.  10,  1776 
Confirmed  in  Lutheran  Church,  Apr.  6,  1798 
Married  Eve  Albaugh,  Nov.  9th,  1799 

The  following  children  were  baptized  in  Rocky  Hill  Lutheran  Church  in  Frederick 

Co.,  Md., 

1.  Charlotta.  born  Oct.  11,  1800  (died  -  Jan.  14,  1802) 

2.  Sophia,  born  Dec.  _ ,  1801 

3*  William  Henry,  born  Oct.  39,  1803 
4*  Catherine,  born  Apr.  6,  1805 
5.  Samuel,  born  Nov.  9»  1809 

Moved  from  Md.  to  Ohio  -  Apr.  1812 

Eve  Albaugh  died  Apr.  1812 

He  married  Elizabeth  Rike  in  Nov.  1812 

The  following  children  were  born  to  them:  1.  Ezra,  2.  Adam,  3.  Levi, 

4.  Christian,  5.  Lydia  M. ,  6.  Peter  II,  7*  John  R. 
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They  left  Ohio  and  moved  to  So.  Whitley  Co.  Ind.,  in  Nov.  1836* 

His  will  was  made  Jan.  12,  1849.  He  died  Mar.  16,  1849. 

The  following  will  was  probated  Apr.  16,  1849. 

"i,  Peter  Creager,  of  the  county  of  Whitley,  in  state  of  Ind.,  do  make  and 
publish  this  my  last  will  and  testament,  in  manner  and  form,  following,  that  is  to 

say;  first,  it  is  my  will  that  my  funeral  expenses  and  all  my  just  debts  be  fully 

paid.  Secondly,  I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  my  beloved  wife,  Elizabeth  Creager, 
the  plantation  on  which  we  now  reside,  situated  and  lying  and  being  a  part  of  the 
northwest  quarter  of  section  number  13,  township  number  30*  north  range  no.  8  east, 
containing  about  120  acres,  during  her  natural  life,  and  all  the  live  stock;  horses, 
cattle,  sheep,  hogs,  etc.,  by  me  now  owned  and  kept  thereon.  Also,  all  of  the 
furniture  and  other  items  not  particularly  named  in  this  will;  during  her  natural 
life.  As  aforesaid,  she,  however,  first  disposing  a  sufficiency  thereof  to  pay  my 

just  debts,  as  aforesaid,  and  that  at  the  death  of  my  said  wife,  all  the  property 

hereby  devised  and  bequeathed  to  her  as  aforesaid,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  then 
remain  unexpended,  to  my  children,  Sophia  Creager,  William  Creager,  Samuel  Creager, 
Ezra  Creager,  Adam  Creager,  Christain  H.  Creager,  Levi  Creamer,  Peter  Creager, 

Lydia  Margaret  Creager,  and  John  Reuben  Creager  and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns 
forever  in  manner  and  form  following,  that  is  to  say,  share  and  share  alike;  pro¬ 
vided,  however,  that  my  son,  Ezra  Creager,  shall  receive  $30  less,  because  he  has 
received  one  horse,  heretofore  worth  $30.  It  is  my  will  also  that  the  children  of 
my  daughter,  Catherine  Newman,  that  is  Eve  Newman,  John  Newman  and  Peter  Newman, 
each  receive  the  principal  portion  of  her  legacy  heretofore.  And  it  is  further  my 
will  that  after  the  death  of  my  wife,  Elizabeth  Creager,  the  property  remaining  to 
be  sold  and  the  proceeds  thereof  to  be  distributed  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid. 

Lastly,  I  hereby  constitute  and  appoint  my  said  wife  Elizabeth  Creager,  and 
my  son  Adam  Creager,  to  be  the  executors  for  this  my  last  will  and  testament,  re¬ 
voking  and  annulling  all  former  wills  by  me  made;  ratifying  and  confirming  this 
and  no  other  to  be  my  last  will  and  testament. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  12th  day  of 
Jan.  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1849. 


Peter  Creager 

Signed  and  published  and  declared  by  the  above  named  Peter  Creager,  as 
and  for  his  last  will  and  testament  in  the  presence  of  these  witnesses, 
who  at  their  request  signed  as  witnesses. 


Date:  Probated.  Apr.  16,  1849  Key  0*  Hamilton 

Richard  Ritter 


*  *  ******* 
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IX 


DELILAH  FORD  CREAGER  HISTORY 

The  mystery  in  the  life  of  this  "brave  little  pioneer  woman  is  how  she  acquir¬ 
ed  so  much  ability  without  the  opportunity  of  learning  in  a  school.  She  must  have 
had  a  keen  alert  mind  and  gained  knowledge  through  adversities,  for  her  early  life 
was  one  of  hardships  and  experiences  unusual  for  most  children.  Yet  she  always  had 
a  smile  of  sympathy  and  a  depth  of  love  for  every  one.  Her  children  and  grand  child¬ 
ren  all  adored  her  and  felt  the  kindness  of  her  spirit. 

A  cousin  of  hers,  Josie  H,  Ford,  of  Greenville,  Ohio,  has  given  us  this  report 
on  Delilah^  life  as  taken  from  the  records  of  Darke  Co.,  Ohio,  report  in  Vol.  B  1, 
page  391* 

"Delilah  Mills  Ford  bought  30  acres  from  John  Dennies.  Later  it  was  sold 
to  John  Colville."  Delilah  Mills  Ford  was  Delilah  Creager's  mother.  At 
that  time  the  mother  was  47,  Delilah  was  15,  and  her  brother,  Mordacai 
Sinclair  Ford  was  22. 

Further  research  shows  that  Delilah  Creager  was  born  in  Bracken  Co.  Ky. ,  July 
16,  1814.  The  Ford  family  had  come  from  Frederick  Co.  Md.,  with  the  Creager  cara¬ 
van.  In  passing  through  Ky,  en  route,  they  with  Coleman  families  and  others,  stopped 
off  in  Bracken  Co.,  and  remained  several  years.  It  was  there  that  Mordacai  Ford 
and  Delilah  Mills  were  married.  Three  children  were  born  there.  Mordacai  S., 

Joseph  and  Delilah.  The  father  was  called  into  service  in  I8I3  and  while  held  as 
a  prisoner  by  the  English  in  Fort  Meigs,  near  Toledo,  Ohio,  he  died  from  dysentery. 

He  was  a  big  man,  the  report  sayB,  about  6  ft.  6  in.,  and  of  powerful  build.  Later 
the  mother  remarried  and  they  moved  to  Greenville,  Ohio.  The  John  Coleman  family 
in  Montgomery  Co.,  had  no  children  so  they  adopted  Delilah  Ford,  when  she  was  10 
years  old.  It  was  in  their  home  that  she  was  taught  kindness,  and  it  was  in  their 
home  that  she  was  married  to  Ezra  Creager  in  1834. 

Her  obituary,  copied  from  a  Preble  Co.  paper,  is  given: 


Copied  from  the  "Democrat"  .  -  Apr.  28,  1892 

Delilah  Ford  was  born  in  Bracken  Co.,  Ky.,  July  16,  1814.  She  moved  to  Mont¬ 
gomery  Co.,  Ohio,  with -a  Coleman  family  when  she  was  10  years  old.  Her  mother  had 
died  and  she  was  adopted  by  the  Coleman  family.  She  united  with  the  Ev.  Lutheran 
Church  in  her  18th  yr, ,  being  confirmed  by  Rev.  Andrew  Hinkel.  She  was  married  to 
Ezra  Creager  in  1834.  She  and  her  husband  moved  to  Preble  Co.  in  1834  with  her 
adopted  parents,  on  the  same  farm  where  she  died.  Many  were  the  hardships  they 
endured  while  living  in  a  log  cabin  in  an  almost  unbroken  forest.  They  finally 
secured  for  themselves  a  beautiful  brick  home  which  the  grand  children  remember 
so  well.  They  were  recognized  as  a  corner  stone  of  the  Zion  Church,  helping  to 
build  it  spiritually  and  financially.  Mother  Creager  was  ever  faithful  to  her 
church,  a  kind  mother  and  a  sympathizing  friend  to  all  around  her.  Always  ready 
to  help  when  needed  by  friends  or  relatives. 

She  leaves  8  children,  a  brother  Mordacai  Ford,  and  a  sister,  Aunt  Polly 
Courtner,  to  mourn  her  loss.  Her  husband,  Ezra,  and  a  son,  Levi,  having  gone  on 
before.  She  had  39  grand  children  and  12  great  grand  children. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  Zion  Church  Apr.  21st  by  Rev.  George  P.  Schmidt, 
assisted  by  her  old  pastor,  Rev.  G,  Baughman.  She  died  Apr.  19,  1892,  aged  77  yrs«, 
9  mos.,  3  days. 
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THE  EZRA  AND  DELILAH  C HEADER  HOMESTEAD 

Among  the  most  worthwhile  blessings  which  parents  strive  to  give  to  their  child¬ 
ren  and  grand  children  are  pleasant  memories  of  their  home  life.  This  happiness  has 
been,  indeed,  a  rich  treasure  which  has  been  inherited  by  the  large  family  of  the 
Ezra  and  Delilah  Creager  family. 

* 

^his  home  was  purchased  on  Oct.  7,  I836.  It  is  located  on  the  Central  Road  in 
Washington  Twp.  It  was  selected  by  John  and  Nancy  Coleman,  together  v/ith  the  Creag- 
ers,  when  they  left  the  Montgomery  Co.  home.  Delilah  was  the  adopted  daughter  of 
the  Colemans  and  was  married  in  their  home  on  Feb.  13,  1834.  The  two  families  lived 
together  in  the  log  cabin  and  later  in  the  lovely  brick  house  as  long  as  the  Cole¬ 
mans  lived.  Then  the  farm  was  willed  to  both  Ezra  and  Delilah. 

The  documents  herein  shown,  which  proves  the  legality  of  the  ownership  of  the 
farm,  was  made  by  Judge  Abel  Risinger,  their  first  grandchild  in  1910.  It  shows 
the  wisdom  of  their  choice  for  a  home  site.  The  124  acres  was  bought  from  Adam 
Keever  for  $1800  in  I836.  Keever  had  bought  the  land  of  David  Fudge  in  1821,  Fudge 
had  obtained  the  land  from  the  government  in  1812  at  $1.25  an  acre. 

There  were  two  children  in  the  Creager  home  by  I836.  Elizabeth  Ann  and  Lydia 
Margaret  had  been  born  in  Montgomery  Co.  They  were  the  first  to  enjoy  the  luxury 
of  the  wonderful  new  home.  After  living  in  a  log  cabin,  and  later  there  were  four 
more  girls  and  three  brothers  to  join  the  family  and  share  the  home  with  them. 

Many  of  the  new  homes  bult  by  the  pioneers  in  that  area  were  made  of  brick, 

The  bricks  were  made  from  the  clay  soil  taken  right  from  the  ground  where  the  new 
building  was  to  be  raised  and  burned  in  the  kilns  near  by.  The  house  was  built  in 
1837  and  is  in  good  condition  today. 

Like  many  other  buildings  in  the  vicinity,  they  represent  a  type  of  architect¬ 
ure  that  is  somewhat  like  the  plantation  manors  of  the  south,  but  were  designed  and 
built  by  the  local  people  with  the  help  of  their  neighbors.  There  is  dignity  and 
beauty  in  the  design  and  they  are  convenient  and  comfortable  for  the  folks  who  live 
within  them.  There  are  built-in  cupboards,  even  in  the  bedrooms,  the  stairways  are 
artistic  and  easy  to  climb.  The  windovrs  are  high  and  wide  and  add  to  the  beauty  of 
the  building. 

The  building  is  two  stories  high.  The  three  chimneys  show  there  are  three 
rooms  below  and  three  above,  for  each  bedroom  had  a  fireplace.  The  kitchen  was  an 
added  room  with  a  smoke  stack  from  the  roof.  Wood  was  the  only  fuel  to  be  had  and 
there  was  plenty  of  it.  The  ashes  were  not  discarded.  Th0y  furnished  the  lye  from 
which  all  the  soap  for  the  family  was  made. 

The  main  entrance  to  the  house,  the  one  used  by  the  family,  led  directly  to 
the  living  room.  The  porch,  or  portico,  had  two  steps  up  from  the  brick  walk,  then 
another  stone  step  up  to  the  door  entrance,  which  was  set  back  in  about  a  foot.  How¬ 
ever,  when  company  came,  real  company,  they  would  go  around  to  the  south  side  of  the 
house,  where  there  was  another  entrance,  a  larger  porch,  with  banisters  on  each  side 
and  seats  or  benches  in  front  of  them.  The  large  stone  step  ^as  in  front  of  this 
massive  door  also.  To  little  children  this  step  seemed  so  high  and  difficult  to 
climb.  The  "peep"  windows  on  either  side  of  the  upper  half  of  the  door  had  color¬ 
ed  glass  panes.  There  was  a  "transom"  above  the  door  with  clear  glass  in  it. 

This  door  led  into  the  parlor.  My  memory  retains  the  impression  of  dignity 


w  1  (»  Id  ?'  ■  d  i  t»  o4  a  -  c  >.  1  v.' r 

axrl  v.lflo  s*f{4  briid  bor>W  .loot  an}  roil  #0iii4»  s&oa*  p  AH'*  r.-jo't  bebJba 

M  -o  a  ev 

*  £  ■  v/  7<i?  »f  mvi  w  "» qts  aq  da  ov*  br.  [  ,  onhiioo  i  »  ,  .'40)  «  ■•  ?  •  >o :  r^aivil  ?d4 

0*1*' 

for  i  no  t’xtii  <f  d4N  tdoioq  a  t8oa.  iJr-i  icdionn  an*  9to.11  oieriw  , e-ii/on 

k  <i-  hr  r'-'v  oftoli  9<vfa£  art?  .•  <  4  1r..  Inoil  .  e  .-Ion  ><f  *i<  e;  too  bin 

Too 

moii nail'  a  aaw  oiorfT  .sonar  aaAX$  5s 


18 


and  luxury  as  I  entered  this  room.  What  it  was  in  particular  that  gave  one  such  a 
feeling  of  grandeur  and  refinement  in  that  room,  I  cannot  say.  It  may  have  been 
the  lovely  "ingrain"  carpet  reaching  from  wall  to  wall.  It  may  have  been  the  floor 
length  lace  curtains  at  the  windows,  always  so  neatly  arranged  and  so  very  clean. 
The  room  itself  was  so  big,  with  three  windows  supported  by  wide  sills.  The  center 
of  interest,  however,  was  a  rare  piece  of  walnut  furniture,  a  big  sideboard,  which 
had  been  a  v/edding  present  to  Delilah  in  1834.  She  was  so  proud  of  it  that  it 
graced  the  parlor  wall  during  her  married  life.  It  is  a  beautiful  thing  and  is 
still  in  the  Creager  family.  The  lines  and  appearance  are  enhanced  by  the  two 
mirrors,  one  above  and  one  below  in  the  center  panel.  The  marble  slab  cover  of 
the  center  panel  drawer  adds  to  its  beauty.  Four  pilasters  outline  the  two  out¬ 
side  panels  which  enclose  the  space  for  dishes  and  top  the  two  small  drawers  on 
each  side  of  the  upper  mirror.  The  lower  mirror  intrigued  the  grandchildren  who 
could  sit  in  the  space  in  front  of  it  and  revel  in  the  reflections.  Few  pioneer 
homes  were  furnished  with  such  beautiful  pieces,  and  few  country  homes,  even  today, 
have  so  much  to  enjoy  in  the  home  as  did  Delilah  Creager. 

Passing  from  the  parlor  out  into  the  living  room  gave  one  a  feeling  of  calm 
and  comfort.  •  It  was  indeed  a  living  room,  a  large  room,  serving  as  a  dining  room 
and  constant  every  day  living  for  the  family  of  nine  children,  the  parents  and  the 
two  grandparents.  Later  on  it  included  grandchildren.  Along  the  south  wall  was 
an  expansive  table.  When  company  came  this  table  was  used.  Also,  along  that  side 
were  the  three  steps  leading  up  to  the  platform  going  up  the  stairway.  Steps  were 
also  in  the  parlor  for  entrance  to  the  stairs. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  living  room  was  the  huge  fireplace  where  "the  roar¬ 
ing  draft  up  the  great  throat  of  the  chimney  laughed".  The  mantel  above  the  fire¬ 
place  was  a  source  of  much  interest.  The  old  Seth  Thomas  clock  was  in  the  center 
of  the  mantel.  Its  loud  chime  could  be  heard  all  over  the  house  as  it  reported 
the  hour  and  half  hour.  Grandfather  wound  it  up  every  Saturday  evening.  On  the 
mantel  to  the  left  of  the  clock  was  a  large  tray  that  was  used  only  when  someone 
was  sick  in  bed.  On  either  side  of  the  fireplace  cupboards  had  been  built  in  from 
floor  to  ceiling.  The  shelves  always  held  such  a  variety  of  things;  rolls  of  wool, 
hanks  of  yarn,  button  boxes,  cloth  to  be  made  up,  jellies,  dried  fruits,  etc. 

In  the  room  to  the -right  of  the  fireplace  was  grandfather's  big  arm  chair. 

It  was  not  a  rocker.  No  one  else  ever  sat  in  that  chair  except  grandfather.  Some¬ 
times  the  cat  slept  there.  Grandmother's  cozy  little  rocker  was  on  the  other  side 
by  the  window,  where  she  could  look  outside  and  see  the  wagons  on  the  road  or  the 
animals  in  the  barnyard  as  she  sat  and  sewed  or  mended.  Her  hands  were  always 
busy.  She  was  always  first  to  see  if  company  was  coming,  too. 

Grandmother  was  small  and  she  was  lame,  but  she  did  an  amazing  amount  of  work 
due,  no  doubt,  to  her  executive  ability  and  wise  forethought.  It  is  unbelievable 
to  read  what  she  did  without  any  appliances  or  gadgets  such  as  women  have  today. 

She  not  only  did  all  of  the  sewing  for  the  family  by  hand  but  she  made  the  cloth, 
the  woolen  and  linen  out  of  material  she  had  made  herself.  She  scutched  the  flax 
and  made  threads  which  she  wove  into  cloth  for  "the  linens  for  her  household". 
Likewise,  the  wool  from  their  own  sheep,  she  carded  and  dyed  and  made  into  yarns 
for  the  warmer  clothing  of  her  family.  She  raised  ducks  and  geese  to  get  feathers 
for  pillows  and  feather  beds.  She  also  raised  chickens  and  turkeys  for  food.  The 
bread  and  cakes  were  baked  in  the  outdoor  oven.  The  churning  was  done  by  hand,  of 
course.  All  the  water  used  had  to  be  "fetched"  from  the  pump  which  was  out  south 
and  west  from  the  house,  no  matter  what  kind  of  weather. 

The  men  folks  usually  did  the  milking,  but  when  they  came  from  the  barn  break¬ 
fast  was  always  ready  and  every  one  was  supposed  to  be  ready  for  breakfast.  It 
was  a  hearty  meal,  for  no  one  could  work  well  without  plenty  of  food.  Slices  of 
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ham  and  eggs  with  home  made  bread  and  butter  whetted  the  anpetite  and  called  for 
seconds.  More  bread  for  the  apple  butter  or  maple  syrup.  That  maple  syrup,  which 
had  been  made  in  open  kettles  in  the  woods,  could  not  be  equaled  by  the  "fabled 
ambrosia  of  the  gods"  in  its  delicious  flavor.  No  meal  was  complete  without  pie 
and  somehow  there  was  always  some  ready  to  be  served,  and  usually  a  choice  or  two. 

Not  only  were  the  mental  and  physical  needs  of  this  household  amply  provided 
for  but  the  spiritual  thoughts  v/ere  just  as  conscientious  a  concern  as  life  itself, 
Sunday  morning  services  found  the  members  of  this  family  in  their  accustomed  places 
in  the  Zion  Lutheran  Church  on  the  Greenville  Eoad,  a  mile  or  so  from  their  home. 
The  service  was  quiet,  devout  and  long.  The  men  sat  on  one  side  of  the  aisle  and 
the  women  and  children  on  the  other  side.  If  the  children  became  noisy  they  were 
taken  outside  and  given  further  admonition. 

Ezra  and  Delilah  were  "pillars  of  the  church"  for  many  years,  contributing 
not  only  in  service  but  by  financial  support  more  than  their  tithe  as  did  most 
of  the  members.  Delilah  always  had  the  material  supplies  for  communion  ready  for 
use  at  the  proper  time  and  place.  The  ministers  relied  upon  her  faithful  service 
through  the  years. 

This  church,  as  the  picture  shows,  is  still  standing  and  still  serving  the 
community  after  120  years  of  continual  use.  For  many  years  Bev.  Geo.  Baughman  was 
the  pastor.  Bev.  Geo,  Weber  was  another  minister  with  a  long  record  of  service. 

At  present  Bev.  Edwin  H.  Kressin  is  the  pastor  and  the  community  responds  to  the 
clarion  call  of  the  same  bell  each  Sunday  morning.  They  worship  as  they  please  but 
they  please  to  worship,  these  life  long  relatives,  neighbors  and  friends. 

A  large  monument  in  the  cemetery  next  to  the  church  marks  the  resting  place 
of  Ezra  and  Delilah  Creager.  Their  youngest  daughter,  Jennie  Crisler,  is  buried 
on  their  lot. 


With  reverence  and  respect  we  honor  the  memory  of  our  loved 
ones  as  we  try  to  carry  on  the  traditions  of  the  family. 
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XI 


DATA 

TITLE  OF  FORMER  REALTY  OF  EZRA  AND- DELILAH  CREAGER 

"iz-tj  C l'Ll  t  /i » i  i  ^  i 

Data  as  to  Title  of  the  North-West  Quarter  of  Section  three  (3)  of  Washington 
Township,  No.  8,  of  Preble  County,  Ohio,  being  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-five  (125) 
acres,  formerly  the  realty  of  Ezra  and  Delilah  Creager. 


**  *♦* 


1.  Patent  of  U.S.  not  on  record. .. (David  Fudge  bought  the  land  in  1812) 

2.  Deed  of  David  Fudge  and  Wife 

to 

Adam  Keever 

August  22,  1821 

Deed  Record  5,  page  96. 

3.  Deed  of  Adam  Keever  and  Wife 

to 

Ezra  Creager  and  John  Coolman 

October  7,  I836 . (Creager  families  left  Farmersville, 

^eed  Record  20,  page  60.  Ohio,  to  go  to  So.  Whitley,  Ind., 

Consideration  $1800.00.  except  Ezra  and  William  Henry) 

4.  Deed  of  John  R.  Creager,  Exr.  of 

Ezra  Creager  . 
to 

Fred  Wagoner 

November  14,  1892 
Deed  Record  91.  page  44? 

Consideration  $6250.00. 


5»  Deed  of  Fred  Wagoner  and  Wife 

to 

Daniel  Pence 

March  2,  I896 

Deed  Record  99»  page  285. 


It  is  disclosed  by  the  above  that  the  Deed  No.  3  conveyed  title  to  Ezra 
Creager  and  John  Coolman  but  that  Deed  No.  4  was  made  by  Ezra  Creamer's  Exr.  alone. 
An  important  question  arises  as  to  what  became  of  the  one-half  interest  of  John 
Coolman? 

The  Deed  Index,  in  the  Recorder's  office,  does  not  disclose  as  to  how  Ezra 
Creager  got  the  entire  title.  The  index  of  wills  in  the  Probate  Court  does  not 
disclose  a  solution.  The  omissions  in  the  Index  of  Deed  and  of  Wills  is  quite 
improper,  and  will  be  corrected  at  once. 

Will  Record  A  was  examined  page  by  page  with  no  disclosure. 

Will  Record  B  was  examined  likewise  and  no  disclosure. 
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Will  Record  C  was  examined  likewise  with  delightful  disclosure  on  page  168  of  the 
WILL  of  JOHN  COOLMAN,  as  follows: 

Will  No.  287,  John  Coolman 

I  do  make  and  constitute  Ezra  Creager  and  Delilah,  his  wife,  my 
sole  heirs  at  law  of  all  my  estate,  both  personal  and  real,  to 
hold  the  same  and  to  descend  to  their  heirs  for  them  to  have  full 
power  and  possession  of  my  whole  estate  after  the  death  of  my 
wife,  Nancy. 

Nothing  herein  to  he  so  construed  as  to  alter  or  disbar  her  from 
having  her  support  and  maintenance  from  my  possessions. 

Witness  my  hand  the  seventh  day  of  March,  1844. 

(signed)  JOHN  COOLMAN. 

Witnessed  by  Henry  Kislings  and 
Soloman  Clouser 

***** 

The  Will  of  Ezra  Creager  recorded  in  Will  Record  F,  page  349,  Item  4,  thereof  pro¬ 
vides  as  follows: 

I  direct  and  empower  my  executor  to  sell  my  real  estate  after  the  death 

of  my  wife,  upon  such  terms  as  he  may  deem  for  best  interest  of  my  estate* 

Said  executor  sold  said  realty  as  shovm  by  above  conveyance  No.  4.  Possession  was 
given  on  March  1,  1893* 

***** 

It  is  interesting  to  observe  that  by  conveyance  No.  3»  the  said  125  acres  was 
conveyed  jointly  to  Ezra  Creager  and  John  Coolman.  and  that  the  said  one-half  in¬ 
terest  was  willed  by  John  Coolman  jointly  to  Ezra  and  Delilah  Creager.  Thus  on  the 
death  of  John  Coolman,  Ezra  Creager  became  the  owner  of  three-fourths  of  the  title 
to  said  125  acres  and  Delilah  became  the  owner  of  one-fourth  of  said  realty. 

This  was  overlooked  in  the  administration  of  the  estate  of  Ezra  Creager  and 
Delilah  Creager.  In  fact,  Delilah  died  seized  of  a  one-fourth  interest  in  said 
125  acres.  However,  as  said,  Ezra  and  Delilah  died  having  the  same  heirs  and  as 
the  successive  grantees  have  held  the  possession  years  beyond  the  statute  of  limi¬ 
tation,  and  as  the  heirs  of  said  Creagers  got  the  entire  realty  estate  in  the  final 
division  of  proceeds  and  acquiesed  in  the  procedure  they  would  stand  estooped  from 
making  complaint,  and  the  title  of  the  present  holder  is  good. 

It  is  a  beloved  tradition  which  has  come  do^m  through  the  many  years,  that 
said  John  Coolman  and  wife  took  possession  of  our  sainted  Delilah  when  she  was  a 
little  lassie  orphan,  and  gave  her  a  happy  home  and  childhood,  that  after  her 
marriage  to  the  nobleman,  Ezra,  the  Coolman 3,  John  and  Nancy,  adopted  Ezra  and 
Delilah  in  their  heartful  affections  and  made  the  bequest  of  the  Coolman  will. 

It  is  quite  manifest  that  the  Coolmans  not  only  gave  their  real  estate  but 
also  much  of  their  personal  estate  to  their  fostered  son  and  daughter  but  also 
lived  with  them  in  old  age. 

They  left  a  very  meager  personal  estate,  as  disclosed  by  the  Preble  Probate 
records.  (See  administration  File  No.  1273) 
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XII 


WILLIAM  HENRY  AND  MABY  ANN  BIDGLY  CREAGER  FAMILY 

This  is  the  family  which  remained  in  Montgomery  Co.,  Ohio,  on  the  home  farm 
when  the  rest  of  the  Pbter  Creager  family  migrated  to  So.  Whitley  Co.,  Ind. ,  in 
I836.  The  sister,  Sophia  Creager,  who  married  Mary  Ann*  s  "brother,  Benedict  Bidgly, 
also  remained  in  Montgomery  Co.,  on  a  farm  west  of  Farmer sville. 

The  record  of  the  William  Henry  family  was  found  in  the  family  bi>>le  which  was 
in  the  possession  of  the  William  Otterbeln  Creager  family  in  1928.  William  Henry 
was  the  first  son  of  Peter  and  Eve  Albaugh  Creager  and  was  a  brother  of  Samuel, 
Catherine,  Sophia " and  Charlotta.  Charlotta  died  at  the  age  of  2  years.  Catherine 
married  a  Newman,  according  to  Peter  Creager’ s  will.  We  have  no  further  record  of 
her  family.  Neither  do  we  have  any  official  record  of  Sophia's  family,  except  that 
we  know  most  of  the  Bidgly  members  and  they  knew  the  William  Henry's  family  as 
neighbors  as  well  as  relatives.  The  Clinton  Bidgly  family,  Abbie  Bidgly  Aten  family 
and  the  rest  of  the  family  knew  the  William  0,  Creager  family,  and  the  Sarah  Creager 
Apple  family,  as  well  as  the  families  of  the  second  Peter  Creager  group .  Ezra 
Creager  was  a  half  brother  of  Wm.  Henry  and  Samuel. 

The  children  of  the  William  Henry  and  Mary  Ann  family  are  as  follows: 

1.  Abraham,  born  Feb.  22,  I83O  -  died  Aug.  I839 

2.  Minerva,  born  Mar.  24,  I832  -  died  Apr.  29.  1840 

3*  Frederic,  born  July  3l»  1837  -  died  Sept.,  IR39 

4.  Peter,  born  Apr.  7.  1340  -  died  Apr.  29.  1840 

5.  Mary  E* ,  bom  Jul,  3°.  1841  -  died  June  5,  1854 

6.  Sarah  E. ,  born  June  15,  1834  -  mar,  Jacob  Apple,  3  ch. 

A.  John,  born  _ _  -  mar.  _ _ 

B.  Henry,  born  _  -  mar. _ 

C.  Ellen,  born  _  -  mar.  _ 

7.  William  0. ,  born  Jan.  28,  1844;  mar.  Belle  Basore ;  3  ch. ;  d.  Aug.  2,  1920 

A.  Charles  Edward,  born  18^f;  mar.  Lizzie  Eleanor;  1  son 

1»  Baron  G. ,  born  _ 

B.  Boy  Otterbein,  born  Aug.  4,  lp83;  mar.  Flora  Bevington;  3  ch* 

1.  William  B. ,  born  1912;  died  at  4  yrs. 

2.  Mary  Alice,  born  Dec .  30.  1916;  mar.  Bobert  W.  Wirigert ;  2  ch. 

a.  William,  b .  Oct .  28,  1948 

b.  Susan,  b.  Aug.  7.  1956 

3'.  Martha  Belle,  b.  Aug.  22,  1921;  mar.  Dr. Lowe  W. Wiggers,  3  ch. 

a.  Lowe  W,  Wiggers  III,  b.  July  3.  1945 

b.  Anne,  b.  Aug.  17,  1947 

c.  Marilyn,  b.  Mar.  17,  1950 

C*  Ward,  b.  1886;  mar.  Ruth  Hollenbaugh;  no  ch, 

8.  John  B*,  b.  1846;  mar.  _ ;  4  ch. 

A.  Emerson  C.  Ullie 

B.  Claude  D.  Harry 

9*  Sophia  Jane,  b.  1853?  mar,  Christopher  Wolf;  1  son 

A.  William 
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XIII 


SAMUEL  AND  MARY  J.  LESLIE  CREAGER  FAMILY 

Samuel  was  the  youngest  child  of  Peter  and  Eve  Alhaugh  Creager. 

I.  Samuel  Creager,  h.  Nov.'  9,  1809;  mar.  Mary  J.  Leslie.  1836;  7  ch . ;  d,  Feb.  12, 
1892. 

A.  Lydia  Margaret,  b.  Nov.  18,  1838;  mar.  Sexton  Emley,  t>.  1825;  8  ch.; 
d.  Jan.  13,  1873. 

1.  Delano  A. .  b.  Jul.  31.  1857;  mar.  _  Eberhart;  d.  Apr.  23,  1907* 

2.  Henry  I. ,  b.  Mar.  4,  1859*  mar.  Cassie  Brown;  d.  Dec.  9»  1920. 

3.  Emma  C . .  b.  Jun.  6,  1861;  mar.  Wm.  La  Mont;  d.  May  3*  1944. 

4.  Olive  A. .  b.  Oct.  24,  1862;  mar.  Z.  Brenton  Shank;  d.  Jun.  29*  1945. 

5.  Mary  L . ,  b.  _  1864;  mar.  Malcolm  Bonebrake,  d.  _  1940. 

6.  Tilman  H. .  b.  May  15,  1869;  mar.  _ ,  d.  July  12,  1948. 

7*  John  R. .  b.  Oct.  6.  I87I;  mar.  Lucy  L.  Lans;  d _ . 

8.  Roscoe,  b.  1873;  mar.  _ ;  d.  _  . 

B.  Lucinda,  b.  1840;  mar.  John  Wesley  Emley,  b.  1833;  10  ch.,  d.  1877* 

1.  Samuel  Loma.  b.  Mar.  12,  1859;  mar.  Christina  Eberhart;  d.  Aug.  11, 

!936'. " 

2*  Florence,  b,  Oct.  4,  i860;  mar.  Ora  Collison;  d.  June  20,  1943* 

3.  Delilah,  b.  Jun.  4,  1864;  d.  Sep.  8,  1864. 

4.  Anthony  C. .  b.  Aug.  7,  1865;  mar.  Cora  Yont;  d.  Feb.  24,  1937* 

5*  Ladisso  C.,  b.  Jun.  30,  1867;  d.  Nov.  7*  1868. 

6.  Do ra.  b.  Apr.  9*  1869;  mar.  Wm.  Grossman;  d.  Oct.  27,  1941. 

7.  Maggie  D. ,  b.  Sep.  19,  1872;  d.  Feb.  24,  1875. 

8.  Edward,  b.  Aug.  20,  1873;  mar.  Mahala  Alteran;  d, _ . 

9.  Ada  K. ,  b.  Nov.  13,  1875;  mar.  Daniel  G.  Burkhart;  d.  _  1940. 

10.  Jane,  b.  _  1877;  mar.  Emanuel  Eberhart;  _ . 

C.  Elizabeth  Jane,  b.  Apr,  1842;  mar.  Jefferson  Haneline;  10  ch. ;  d#  July 

10,  1903 

1.  Almeda  A. ,  b.  May  7,  1865;  mar.  John  Henline. 

2.  Mary  S . ,  b.  Oct.  14,  1866;  mar.  Isaac  Schrader;  d.  Nov.  12,  1948. 

3*  Clara  M. ,  b.  Jun.  25,  1868;  mar.  Reubin  Schrader. 

4.  Mamie  A. ,  b.  Nov.  2,  18 70 ;  mar.  _,  d.  Mar.  2,  1944. 

5.  Elmer  Wallace,  b.  Nov.  14,  1872;  d,  Sept.  6,  1932. 

6.  Jennie  Alpha,  b.  Nov.  14,  1874;  mar.  E.  Slater. 

7*  Orpha  Florence,  b.  Aug.  28,  1875;  d. _ ,  1877. 

8.  Hattie  G. .  b.  May  30,  1879;  mar,  Harmon  Keefer;  d.  Mar.  11,  1952. 

9*  Homer  Leroy,  b.  Dec.  18,  1880;  _ ;  _ . 

10.  Arthur  L. ,  b.  Jan.  8,  I883;  mar.  Pearl  Thomas;  d.  Sep.  5,  1908. 

D.  Delilah,  b.  Mar.  24,  1844;  mar.  Charles  W,  Emley,  b.  Nov.  22,  1844; 

5  ch. ;  d.  Mar.  16,  1933 

1.  Anna  B. ,  b.  Jul.  11,  1867;  mar.  Michael  Finkerbinder;  d.  about  1937* 

2.  Sarah  J. ,  b.  Dec.  8,  1870  _ ;  _ . 

3.  Byron  H. .  b,  Jun.  11,  1872;  mar.  Carrie  Mace;  _ . 

4.  Jesse  A. .  b.  Aug.  24,  1874;  mar.  Lulu  Youngblood;  _ . 

5.  Guy,  b.  May  31*  1886;  d. _  I9I8. 

E.  &  F.  No  information  on  Mary  Creager  and  Levi  Binkley, or  "Tody"  Creager 

and  John  Johnson. 
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Samuel  and  Mary  Leslie  Creager  Family  - 


G,  Rheuben  Henry,  b,  Jan.  29*  1859*.  mar.  Delilah  Hosier;  b.  1852;  5  ch.;  she 
died  1918;  he  died  Oct.  1928. 

1.  Samuel  Howard,  b.  Sep.  6,  1873 ;  mar.  ( l)  Overholz;  4  sons;  mar.  (2) 
Williamson;  lives  in  Huntington,  Ind.  Elder  in  Church  for  many  years. 

a.  Ferris,  b.  1897;  mar.  Celeste  Brown;  1  dau. 

(l)  Sarah,  b. _ ;  mar.  Griscoll;  2  "husky  sons". 

b.  Forrest  S. ,  b.-  1899;  mar.  _ ;  1  dau. 

(l)  Peggy  Lou;  mar.  ;  2  ch. 

'  (atr 

(b) _ 

c.  Merritt  F. .  b.  1901;  mar.  Bessie  Birk;  2  ch.;  live  in  Honolulu. 

(1)  Micky,  b.  1930 

(2)  Martha,  b.  1946 

4.  James  M. ,  b.  1905;  mar.  Conklin;  4  ch. 

(1)  Jacquelln,  b. ;  mar.  _ ;  2  ch. 

(2)  Carolyn ,  b.  _ ;  mar.  _ ;  1  son. 

(3)  James,  b. _ ;  mar.  _ . 

(4)  Richard,  b. _ . 

2.  Harvey  Albert*  b.  1875;  mar.  Effie  Frazier;  d.  1931* 

3.  William  Ezra,  b.  Nov.  29*  1876;  d.  Apr.  3*  1890. 

4.  Leroy  Franklin,  b«  Feb.  28,  1880;  d.  Mar.  22,  1902. 

5.  Cressie  May*  b.  Nov.  23*  1893;  mar.  Jesse  Monroe  Henline,  4  ch. 

a.  Harley  Monroe,  b.  Nov.  8,  1913;  mar.  (!)  Luesther  R.'Rice;  she 
died;  mar.  (2)  Ruth  Ellet;  live  in  Athens,  Ala. 

b.  Lester  Arthur,  b.  Jul.  5,  1917;  mar.  Eleanor  Malone. ' 

c.  Richard  Lowell,  b.  Jun.  22,  1921;  mar.  Marjorie  Carol  Ellis  in 
1942;  she  was  born  Oct..  30,  1924;  3  ch.;  live  in  Huntington,  Ind. 

(1)  Richard  L,  Jr . ,  b.  Dec.  27,  1944. 

(2)  Thomas  Lee,  b.  Jan.  23,  1950. 

(3)  Jack  Wayne,  b.  Oct.  15,  1952. 

d.  Harold  Dean,  b.  Jan.  11,  1932;  mar.  ( l)  Ethelind  Heller;  mar.  (2) 
_  Krieg;  live  in  Allen  Co.,  Ind, 

v~y\  1 — /v  Y* 

Marjorie  Carol  Ellis  Henline  was  the  one  who  sent  in  the  report  for  the  Samuel 
Creager  record.  Although  a  niece  by  marriage  of  Howard  Creager,  she  is  a  fine  mem 
ber  of  the  clan  and  we  appreciate  the  help  she  has  given  through  her  visits  to  the 
records  on  the  family  in  Indianapolis  Court  House  and  family  histories.  We  hereby 
extend  to  her  our  sincere  thanks  for  her  cooperation. 


*****  *  *  *  * 


-  xllnat  elXa«J  imn  XauoaB  - 


.nost  f  j _  .ion  ; _  .<f  , .  /.tom 


.SO Ql  ,SS  .ibH  ,b  :0B8 X  ,8$  .rfof  ,J  ,ai I >;;ubt'- 
,Mi  r:H  o-  i'i  >saet  •'Xj  OZ  tr.-»  «vel  .  i  t\eM 

cx<?x 

mbaL  ,ao tnnljtwX  at  evil  ;  .rfo  £  ;^.-X  ,0C  .*o0  rrrotf  i  »v  •  ie  ;S-‘$£ 

,0i9X  ,?"£  .  Tfsl  .cf  ,»eJ  i«/t  '  (s) 

:t-.H  Ln’/ej^s  (X )  .?*«  ;S(fX  ,XX  .na'O  «c  ,aa^I MjSttsH  *6 

AC*%J  t  >'A  Y  <4 


ot'r  ri^yoirii  n-'vXj<  ea^  f*rip  cloil  eri  f  v  l/  3  /falo 

.nolXfiicjqooo  xorf  to?  oalaaiJ  aieoaia  ivc  i  *ri  oX 


•  **««*«** 


#1#' 


wmm 


Vr'-^M 


1  n 

.■■■  *  ■' 

prs 

f  V' 

if  ■ 

.‘V-viC 

:*  -** 

+WB 

iiAifj  'rL* 

|M»  . 

®|4^'  Jt-'jiln 

© 

0) 


© 

yr 

rH 

V 

rH 

$ 

rj 

© 

© 

ft 

© 

1 — I 

SJ 

© 

© 

© 

•H 

a 

© 

© 

d 

N 

w 

tUD 

w 

P3  >s 

© 

© 

© 

rH 

g 

rH 

-P 

© 

© 

ft 

rH 

in 

© 

M 

ft 

N 

0 

rH 

© 

© 

P 

© 

-P  CuC 

ft 

•M 

© 

©  CUD  <1} 

-P 

Mft 

O 

© 

© 

© 

ft 

© 

c  ft 

rH 

© 

© 

0 

©  £ 

rH 

© 

w 

0 

O 

O 

P 

•rH  «H 

© 

ft 

S 

pq 

rH  rH  ft 

O 

■H  1 

S3 

w 

O 

rH  ft 

ft  ft  © 

w 

ft 

« 

© 

© 

© 

© 

ft 

O 

© 

© 

pL{ 

•ij  rH  © 

1 — 1 

0 

•H 

•ri 

PH 

rH 

1 

II  -P  1 

1  © 

•rH 

•H 

0  ft 

© 

O  , 

H 

S3 

W 

© 

TO 

•  S3 

•H 

-P 

rH 

PR 

©  Si  rH 

© 

J 

• 

S3 

CG 

© 

© 

©  1 

1  1.  W  -H  | 

1  rH 

Si 

rH 

♦-H 

©  *H 

0 

H 

© 

© 

© 

© 

S\ 

N 

Si  1 — 1 

rH 

© 

Cti 

pq  s 

0 

f 

n 

ft 

ffi 

m 

O 

ft  1 

1  1  IS  O  | 

1  *=$  ft 

ft 

£3 

O 


ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 


Sh 

©  In 

Si 

Sh 

© 

M  © 

© 

Sh  © 

© 

© 

© 

©  W)  M 

© 

©  M 

© 

© 

© 

ft 

©  -H  © 

M  M  M  S3 

© 

0 

©  © 

rH 

O 

f-i  ©  © 

©  a 

©  *rH 

© 

© 

<D  "H 

© 

ft 

Ph 

OPS 

©  -ri 

©  W 

© 

© 

rH  CO 

© 

0  0 

Sh  ft 

Si  ft 

O 

Ph 

-H 

© 

ft 

Si 

O  rH 

O  P3 

<;  pi 

O 

Eh 

ft  ©  © 

O 

t 

© 

1 — 1 

1  1 

^  1  1 

© 

© 

©  -H  N 

©  Si 

rH  rH 

rH 

© 

©  r*5 

■ft  ©  1  1 

s 

M  ©  *rl 

f-l 

©  ©  | 

f-l 

© 

1  1 

rH 

© 

0 

O  5  rH 

M 

s>  s> 

© 

© 

ip  © 

1 — 1 

© 

Ph 

ft  <3  ft 

ft 

<  <  1 

pq 

Ph 

1  1 

^  S  II 

ft 

CO 

CO 

0 

ft 

ft 

Sh 

© 

© 

O 

M 

© 

Ph 

© 

© 

M  © 

rP 

*iH  f-i 

© 

©  ©  M 

1 

O 

© 

tf)  O 

W) 

© 

©  -h  <d 

O 

Sh 

M 

•H  rH 

«h 

© 

©  © 

M  10  p  © 

<r 

©  © 

Sh  ft 

Sh  Pi  ft 

0 

© 

w  M 

©  tH  ft  M 

Ph 

©  MS 

©  d 

©  © 

© 

P  P 

•H  ft  ip 

0 

ft 

M  rd 

M  ft 

M  W  M 

O 

3-S 

w  ©  p 

*-H 

O 

■dp© 

© 

fl!  P 

© 

ft  ©  ©  ft 

a- 

ft 

P  ft  a 

©  -p 

pq  -h  . 

•rH 

■ 

•H  M  ©  -H 

< 

ft  ,  S3 

Sh  © 

rH  ft 

W 

ft 

ftft 

•©  ©  © 

rH 

ft 

^  © 

O  -H 

©  © 

•H 

>srH  ©  O 

I^h 

ft 

fH 

Sh 

•H  ©  © 

ft 

© 

rH  «H 

ft  ©  ft  © 

1 

B 

Sh  ©  O 

>3  Sh 

tJ  ©  ft 

rH 

Si 

•H  fc> 

ft  M  ft  rH 

©  ©  1 — 1 

O  © 

©  O  O 

•H 

0 

ft  © 

©  ©  ©  ft 

ft 

EH 

S  ft  ft 

Ph  ft 

CO  0  ft 

da 

p<  pi 

ft  -3  O  S5 

ft  o 

ft  EH 

O  <3; 

ft 


© 

0) 

M 

© 

© 


© 

M 

© 

© 

0 

ft 

© 

© 

© 

© 

Is 

© 

M 

© 

© 

© 

© 

0 

© 

© 

© 

M 

© 

X 

«u)  ft 

Ph 

ft 

O 

© 

ft 

M 

ro 

© 

rH 

© 

© 

P 

ft 

pq 

© 

CO 

ft 

ft 

© 

O 

ft 

P 

© 

Ij* 

»-* ■ 

525 

© 

© 

ft 

© 

0 

O 

© 

© 

ft 

, 

© 

•H 

© 

O 

ft 

© 

© 

© 

>> 

> 

ft  ft 

ft 

ft 

© 

© 

© 

TO 

© 

© 

0 

CO 

0 

Is 

ft 

s 

ft 

v=r-* 

© 

© 


© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

V 

© 

© 

© 

ft 

© 

© 

© 

© 

•M  p 

ft 

© 

© 

© 

f-i  ft  © 

© 

1 — 1 

M  ft 

© 

© 

©  © 

p 

M 

M 

© 

O 

©  ©  © 

M 

© 

© 

H 

ft 

ft 

ft 

pq  ft 

ft 

© 

© 

M 

© 

M  pq  © 

ft 

Is 

•ri 

© 

i — 1 

ft 

Q 

© 

© 

© 

ft 

© 

©  ft 

p 

W 

0- 

© 

© 

Ph 

ftpq 

• 

© 

© 

P 

ft 

©  ft  rH 

ft 

ft 

•H 

•ir 

Is 

© 

ft 

0 

O 

ft 

©  ©  © 

©  ft 

© 

ft 

rH  ft 

1 — 1 

1 — 1 

© 

P 

©  1 

O 

1  O  rH  !-~- 

© 

ft 

-P 

rH 

© 

© 

© 

iH 

© 

•H 

•s 

O 

©  © 

p 

© 

si 

H 

©  1 

1  ft  ©  S 

•H 

© 

© 

P 

-P 

© 

Ph 

-P>  © 

s 

© 

0 

P 

ft 

O  ft  O 

ft 

+3 

© 

O 

© 

© 

ft 

CO  ft 

ft 

O 

ft 

ft 

pq  1 

1  ft  O  EH 

ft 

CO 

ft 

ft 

CO 

Charley  Marker 
Harry  Hi  singer 


XIV 


4  A-  ■  i  y 


•  >/? 

A  ‘  ■  I  •■/  •  -  ’  *  •  ,  (' 

.  f  1  .  *■  £  M  --  • .  .1  *  - 

•  -  /  ■  7  /I  / 


r  / 


I  v 


•‘'•’Hiriisisi 

it «- 1** 


I 


25. 


XIV 


EZRA.  AND  DELILAH  FORD  CREAGER  FAMILY  LINEAL  HISTORY 


Ezra  Creager,  son  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  Rike  Creager,  born  Nov.  18,  1813,  near 
Farmersville,  Ohio,  married 

Delilah  Ford,  Feb.  14,  1834,  in  the  John  Coolman  home  in  Montgomery  Co.,  Ohio, 

9  children. 

Ezra  died  Sept.  I3,  188?  -  Delilah  died  Apr.  18,  1892. 

Both  are  buried  in  Zion  Cemetery. 


Births  and  deaths  of  children: 

1.  Elizabeth  Ann,  born  Nov.  20,  1834;  died  Jan.  1,  1913  -  age  ?8  yrs. 

2.  Lydia  Margaret,  born  Aug.  8,  I836;  died  Feb.  24,  I903  -  age  66  yrs. 

3.  John  Reuben,  born  Apr.  5,  1839.  died  Dec.  28,  1894  -  age  55  yrs. 

4.  Mary  Ann,  born  Jan.  3.  1841;  died  April  20,  1919  -  age  ?8  yrs. 

5.  Levi  Anderson,  born  Apr.  5,  1842;  died  Sept.  1881  -  age  39  yrs. 

6.  Catherine  Margaret,  born  Oct.  13,  1843;  died  Apr.  23,  191^  -  age  75  yrs. 

?.  Angeline,  born  Apr.  25,  1845;  died  Sept.  24,  1924  -  age  79  yrs. 

8.  Joseph  Franklin,  born  Aug.  30,  1847;  died  May  5,  19H  -  age  63  yrs. 

9.  Sarah  Jane,  born  July  21,  1849;  died  Dec.  21,  1903  -  age  54  yrs. 


-  A  - 

ELIZABETH  ANN  CREAGER  AND  LEVI  RISINGER  FAMILY 

I.  Elizabeth  Ann  and  Levi  Rislnger  had  one  son 

A.  Abel  C.  Rislnger,  born  July  27,  185&T  mar.  Alice  Welsh;  he  died  Aug. 23,  I938. 

1.  Hoi,  born  July  1884;  mar.  Helen  Oglesby;  1  son 
s.  Harold  .  .[  - 

Harold  is  a  lawyer,  1958,  practicing  in  Lebanon,  Ohio.  Roi,  his  father,  lived 
on  a  ranch  in  Canada  most  of  his  life.  The  article  in  the  Eaton  paper  at  the  time 
of  his  death  reports: 

nFor  the  past  forty  years  Roi  has  been  a  cattle  and  wheat  rancher  in 
the  province  of  Alberta,  but  he  gave  much  time  and  service  to  public 
welfare,  such  as  the  promotion  of  irrigation  projects  and  the  build¬ 
ing  of  good  roads.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  Sec.-Treas.  of 
the  Southern  Alberta  Irrigation  Projects  Commission  and  was  happy  in 
the  knowledge  that  within  a  short  time,  through  the  efforts  of  the 
commission,  thousands  of  acres  of  land  would  be  supplied  with  irriga¬ 
tion  water  for  the  first  time.H 

He  was  a  graduate  of  Miami  University,  in  the  class  of  1907.  He  died  Aug#  23, 
1938,  and  is  buried  in  Waynesburg,  Ohio. 

Abel  C.  Rislnger  was  a  lawyer  of  ■unusual  ability.  He  was  Judge  of  Circuit 
Court  for  many  years  in  Preble  Co.,  Ohio,  and. served  the  community  in  many  public 
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-  Ezra  and  Delilah  Ford  Creager  Family  Lineal  History  - 
(Elizabeth  Ann  Creager  and  Levi  Eisinger  Family  -  cont.) 

positions  with  ability.  He  died  in  1935.  He  and  his  wife  and  his  parents  are 
buried  in  the  Eaton  Cemetery. 

Aunt  Betty  and  Uncle  Levi  spent  much  of  their  early  life  in  Eaton,  Ohio.  Their 
later  years  were  spent  in  Florida,  near  Sorrento.  They  lived  on  a  farm  and  had 
citrus  fruit*  They  usually  spent  the  summer  with  their  son's  family  in  Eaton,  0. 
Uncle  Levi  lived  to  be  90  years  old,  and  Aunt  Betty  was  78.  They  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding  anniversary  in  1906.  They  were  members  of  the  Universalist  Church 
in  Eaton*  Uncle  Levi  was  a  trustee  for  many  years  for  the  church. 


-  B  - 

LYDIA  MARGARET  CEEAGER  AND  JAMES  BAKER  FAMILY 

II.  Lydia  Margaret  and  James  Baker  had  one  son, 

A.  Irvin,  b.  Jan.  3»  1861;  mar.  Sadie  Eddins  in  I883 ?  5  children 

1.  Hallie  May,  b.  1885;  mar.  Charley  Marker;  she  died  Feb.  1922;  1  son 

a.  Ralph,  b.  May  29,  1904;  mar. .(l)  Catherine  Sullivan;  mar.  (2) 
Florence  Hoover;  2  sons. 

(1)  Ralph  Thomas;  mar.  Josephine  Foltz;  4  sons 

(a)  Michael  Thomas  .  (c)  Thomas  Allen 

(b)  David  Thomas  (d)  Baby 

(2)  Larry  Jacob;  b.  1§06 

2.  Bertie,  b.  1886;  mar.  John  Lanthrop;  1  son. 

a.  Glen,  b,  1906;  mar.  ;  4  ch. 

(1)  _  (3) _ 

(2)  _  (4) _ 

3*  Harry,  b.  _ ;  mar.  (l)  Callers;  (2)  Ethel  Floyd;  (3)  Opal  Detamore; 

no  children. 

4.  Charley,  b.  _ ;  mar,  Nell  Carnes;  no  children;  died  1940 

5.  Stanley,  b.  _ ;  mar,  Josephine  Schlenker;  no  children;  died  1946 

/ 

LYDIA  MARGARET  CREAGER  AND' PHILIP  HOUSE  FAMILY 

Lydia  Margaret's  second  marriage  after  James  Baker's  death  was  to  Philip  House; 
3  children. 

B.  Elsie,  b.  Jan.  1871;  died  of  TB  Oct.  16,  I89I 

C.  Ezra  Clarence,  b.  JanrM873;  mar.  Eva  Kisling;  2  sons 

1*  Leonard,  b,  _ ;  mar.  Florence  Wolf;  3  ch. 

a.  Lowell,  b.  Sept.  4,  1923;  mar.  Jean  Conrad;  2  ch. 

( 1)  Susan  Elaine,  b.  Dec.  5,  1949 

(2)  Michael  C. .  b.  Nov.  26,  1052 

b.  Pauline,  b.  Nov.  5,  1926;  mar.  Basil  Shoemaker;  3  ch, 

(1)  Nancy  Kay,  b.  Jan,  30,  1948 

(2)  Richard  L. .  b.  Dec.  6,  1950 


(3)  Linda  Jean,  b.  Oct.  16,  1951 
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-  Ezra  and  Delilah  Eord  Creager  Family  lineal  History  - 
(Lydia  Margaret  Creager  and  Philip  House  Family  -  cont.) 

c.  Egbert ,  b.  Jan.  2,  1929;  mar.  IJla  Marie  Ammerman;  1  ch. 
(1)  Maribie  Ellen,  b.  Nov.  23,  1955. 

2.  Harry,  b.  1903;  mar.  Treva  Howell;  no  ch. 

Harry  died  Nov.  21,  1956;  Treva  died  Aug.  1957*  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Preble  Co.  Agricultural  Soc. 

A  Fair  Board  member,  a  Mason  and  a  member  of  the 
Christian  Church. 

Leonard  House  is  an  outstanding  farmer  in  Preble  Go., 
and  has  served  as  Pres,  of  the  Creager  Reunion  for  a 
number  of  years. 

D,  Charles  L,  House,  b.  Aug.  1875;  mar.  May  Gauch ;  3  ch. 

1*  Fern,  b.  Aug.  9»  1903;  mar.  Russell  Horn;  3  ch. 

a.  Martha  Jane,  b.  1932;  mar.  Lynn  Young,  1954 

b.  Harold  Robert,  b.  1937 

c.  John  Edward,  b.  1941 

2*  Merrill  House,  b.  Apr.  24,  1905;  mar.  Mary  Alice  Hoover;  1  son 
a.  Alan  Stephen,  b.  Jan.  15,  1955 

3.  Florence,  b.  _ ;  mar.  _ ;  no  children. 

Fern  served  as  Pres,  of  the  Creager  Reunion  and  contri¬ 
buted  the  following  fine  poem  at  our  meeting  in  1953* 


YOUR  NAME 


You  got  it  from  your  father 
"Twa  the  best  he  had  to  give, 

And  right  gladly  he  bestowed  it 
It  is  yours  the  while  you  live. 

You  may  lose  the  watch  he  gave 
you. 

And  another  you  may  claim 

But  remember,  when  you're  tempted 

To  be  careful  of  his  name. 

It  was  fair  the  day  you  got  it, 

And  a  worthy  name  to  wear, 

When  he  took  it  from  his  father 
There  was  no  dishonor  there. 

Through  the  years  he  proudly  wore 
it 

To  his  father  he  was  true. 

And  that  name  was  clean  and 
spotless 

When  he  passed  it  on  to  you. 

It  is’  yours  to  wear  forever. 

Just  as  long  as  you  shall  live, 
Yours,  perhaps  some  distant  morning 
To  another  boy  to  give. 
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-  Ezra  and  Delilah  Ford  Creager  Family  Lineal  History  - 

(Lydia  Margaret  Creager  and  James  Baker  Family  -  cont.) 

And  you’ll  smile  as  did  your  father, 

Smile  above  that  baby  there, 

If  a  clean  name  and  a  good  name 
You  are  giving  him  to  wear. 

******* 


-  C  - 

JOHN  E.  AND  SAEAH  ANN  El  SINGER  CREAGER  FAMILY 

III.  John  R,  Creager,  born  Apr.  5,  1839;  mar.  Sarah  A...  Rlslngsr.:  died  Aug. 28,  1894; 
3  ch, 

A.  Allie.  b.  Oct.  25,  1865;  mar.  John  Waldren;  died  1931;  7  ch,  A  „  y 

1.  John.  Jr.,  b.  Nov.  13,  1885;(^mar.  Opal  Kirkhoff;  John  died  1949; 

Coal  d-ifid  1  daughter*  <  fc/c  yVi{J  hi , x rv  ,  / 

a.  Beulah,  b.  Apr.  26,  1913;  mar.  Keith  Turner;  3  daughters 

(1)  Phyllis,  b.  Anr.  20,  1937;  mar.  Clark  Lee 

(2)  Sandra,  b.  May  1,  1942 

(3)  Marcia,  b.  Sept.  10,  1944 

2.  Sarah  Ann,  b.  Apr.  24,  1888;  died  1917 

3.  Louise,  b.  Sept.  27*  1893?  mar.  Chester  Fowble;  1  dau. 

a.  Marjorie,  b.  Jan.  13,  1921;  mar.  William  J.  Rawtsaw;  3  ch, 

(1)  Betsy  Jo. ,  b.  Dec.  27,  1945 

(2)  Marta  Lou,  b.  Nov.  14,  1948 

(3)  Bill,  b.  Aug.  14,  1950 

4,  Thomas,  b,  1895;  unmarried;  died  1933 

5,  Stanley,  b.  Feb.  13,  1897;  mar.  Helen  Longfellow;  b.  Jan.  27,  1904; 

2  ch. 

a.  Stanley  E. .  b.  May  27,  1923;  mar.  Mary  K.  Miller;  2  ch, 

( 1)  Tamala  Kay ,  b ,  May  9 *  1949 

(2) '  Deborah  Ann,  b.  June  2?,  1950 

b.  Lois  Jean,  b.  Sept,  20,  1925;  mar.  Lester  Wise;  2  ch. 

(1)  Leslie  Waldren.  b.  Jul.  2?,  1950 

(2)  Lee  Ray,  b.  Aug.  26,  1952 

6,  Katie,  b.  Apr.  9,  1899;  mar.  Jesse  Chrismer;  no  ch. 

7*  Bertie,  b.  Apr  17,  1910;  died  Feb.  14,  1927 

B.  Ezra  Marcus,  b.  Feb.  4,  1867;  mar.  Eliza  Clawson;  died  Nov.  29»  1918;  . 

4  sons 

1*  Roy  (E.L.),  b.  Jan.  4,  I89I;  mar,  Alma  Hooper;  died  Nov.  14,  1956; 

3  dau. 

a.  Marian  Adabelle,  b.  Jul.  19,  1924;  Mar.  Robert  Mull 
h»  Janice  Olive,  b.  Aug,  1?,  1926;  mar.  Dale  Henderson;  1  dau. 

(l)  Toni,  b.  Sept.  20,  1955 

c.  Doris  Irene,  b.  Dec.  11,  1928 


ao 

ivy^  hit  9£  si If  *  XIfi'o^  tnA 
omt:’  boo”  «.  ki  3  inn  noelo  a  II 


3£  ,8:.  .^uA  Litb  iia&jji&iJL.jJ  .ir  f  :P£8f  ,£  .igA  r.-o-f  «iaa£r;.v1  »fl  jjfll  .III 

;  vl  jf;  arfot.  ;?lorf:  ill  I$qO  .Tt?c. .  v<;  ?BX  ,£!  oi  .<f  ,iL  ,pi r_,  .  . 

»xtsJb  r 

0S9X  ,11  .oatf  .tf  .eaenl  sliod  «o 


29. 


-  Ezra  and  Delilah  Eord  Creager  Family  Lineal  History  - 
(John  R.  and  Sarah  Ann  Risinger  Creager  Family  -  cont.) 

2.  Carl  C.,  b.  Nov.  6,  1892;  mar.  Ethyl  Markey;  b,  1^94;  2  sons 

a.  James  Henry,  b.  Aug.  17,  1918;  mar.  Gladys  Schering;  2  ch. 

(1)  Carolyn  Marie,  b.  Oct.  11,  1950 

(2)  Michael  James,  b.  Aug.  10,  1959 

b.  Marcus  Orange,  b.  Jan.  9,  1920;  mar.  Phyllis  Wilson;  4  ch. 

(1)  Corinne  Suzanne,  b.  Jun.  10,  1997 

(2)  Marcia  Jo.  b.  Nov.  27,  1998 

*  (3)  Douglas  Allen,  b.  Nov,  23,  1951 

*  (4)  Bruce,  b.  Sept.  6,  1955 

*  These  two  boys  are  the  only  descendants  to  retain  the 
Creager  name  in  direct  line. 

3.  John,  b.  Mar.  18,  1897;  mar.  Esther  Webb;  3  ch. 

a.  William  Edward,  b.  Jan.  30,  1919;  died  Jun.  8,  1923 

b.  Martha  Jane,  b.  May  6,  1920;  mar.  Howard  Klein,  4  ch, 

(1)  Martha  Ann,  b.  Sept.  14,  1943 

(2)  Eloise.  b.  Apr,  25,  1996 

(3)  Barbara  Jane,  b.  Jan.  13,  19^9 

(4)  Laura  Sue.,  b.  Nov.  5,  1955 

•  c»  Jeanne  E. ,  b.  Dec.  7,  1925 

4.  Abel,  b.  Nov,  4,  1901;  mar.  Opal  Coffman;  died  Mar.  29,  1999; 
no  ch. 

C,  Annie,  b.  Feb.  10,  1876;  mar.  Warren  Craig;  died  1936;  6  ch. 

1.  Carl,  b.  Mar.  26,  I898,  an  adonted  son;  mar. _ 

2.  Treva .  b.  1899*  died  1900 

3.  John,  b.  1904;  mar.  Viola  Graham;  no  ch. 

4.  Harry,  b.  Jul.  8,  1906;  died  Mar.  8,  1907 

5.  Mabel,  b.  Jul,  9,  1909;  mar.  Hubert  Walker,  2  ch, 

a.  Jo  Annie,  b.  1929;  mar. _ ;  ch _ 

b.  Charles  Edward,  b.  1935 

6.  Mildred,  b.  May  25,  1915;  mar.  Leaford  McElvree,  2  ch. 

a.  Carol  Sue,  b.  1935;  mar.  ( l)  Ralph  Case;  2  ch. 

( 1)  Timothy,  b.  1953 

( 2)  Vicky  Sue,  b .  1956 

b.  Mary  Ella,  b,  Dec.  14,  1992 

7.  Robert,  b.  Oct.  1,  1919;  mar.  Nina  Pearl  Cloejf  1  ch. 

a,  Mary  Catherine,  b.  Apr.  1,  1948 


The  following  is  a  quotation  from  the  Preble  Co.  History  of  1915,  found  in 
the  library  in  Eaton,  Ohio,  and  contributed  by  Mrs.  Alma  Creager  (Mrs.  E.L.) 

"Ezra  M.  Creager  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools  in 
Preble  Co.,  Ohio.  On  Nov.  29,  1888,  he  married  Eliza  Clawson,  daughter  of  Francis 
M.  and  Christina  M.  Clawson.  Francis  M.  Clawson  was  the  son  of  John  Clawson,  a 
pioneer  settler  of  Preble  Co.,  having  come  to  this  section  when  the  Indians  were 
still  in  possession  of  the  land.  After  the  marriage  of  Ezra  and  Eliza,  they 
rented  land  for  4  yrs.  When  they  accumulated  a  fe\\r  hundred  dollars,  they  bought 
73  acres  northwest  of  Eaton.  In  the  meantime  Ezra  rented  land  and  added  acres 
to  his  farm  in  1892,  all  this  time  making  a  specialty  of  raising  tobacco.  In  1908 
they  bought  a  10  room  house  with  electric  lights  and  a  private  heating  plant  south 
of  Eaton,  where  he  had  remarkable  success  as  a  breeder  of  graded  live  stock#  The 
family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Eaton  and  Ezra  is  one  of  the  deacons," 
Ezra  died  of  a  heart  attack  in  1918,  as  did  his  father,  in  1899. 
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-  Ezra  end  Delilah  Ford  Creager  Family  Lineal  History  - 

-  D  - 

MABY  AM  CBEAGER  AND  EVIN  DISHEH  FAMILY 

IF.  Mary  Ann  and  Evin  Dlsher  were  doubly  related  to  many  of  the  relatives  in  the 
Creager  family,  both  through  the  'Baker  and  Fudge  as  well  as  the  Disher  clan. 

Their  first  child  was: 

A.  Anderson,  born  Nov.  13,  I860;  mar.  ( l)  Lulu  Crisler;  1  dau. ;  mar.  (2)  Mina 
Belle  Cook;  1  dau. 

1.  Nola,  b.  Jul.  30,  1885;  mar.  J.  Boss  Holcomb;  2  ch. 

a.  Boss  3. .  b.  Dec.  4,  1909;  mar.  Gertrude  Fitzpatrick;  2  ch. 

(1)  James  Anderson,  Jr.;  b.  Mar.  8  _ ;  mar.  Mary  Kathryn 

Denson;  4  ch. 

( a)  Mary  No la.  b.  Oct.  16,  1q44 

(b)  Jas.  Anderson.  Jr.,  b.  1945 

( c)  Jas.  Lon,  b.  Dec.  26,  1951 

(d)  Hampton  Aridrew.  b.  Jan.  24,  1953 

(2)  Medora  Elizabeth,  b.  Apr.  23,  1938;  mar.  Harold  0.  Henry 

Anderson* s  second  marriage  to  Mina  Belle  Cook;  1  dau. 

1.  Mary  Elizabeth,  b.  _ ;  mar.  _ ;  no  further  data 

B.  Erllstors  Franklin,  b.  1863;  died  in  infancy. 

0.  Qlara  V iola,  b.  Dec.  20,  1866;  mar.  Ozro  Kimmel;  6  ch. 

1.  Ethel  Grace,  b.  I89I;  mar.  Bobert  Stayton;  6  ch. 

a.  Virginia  K. .  b.  Jun.  29,  191?;  mar.  Willard  Boyer;  1  dau* 

(l)  Rebecca  Kay,  b.  Jan.  14,  1955 

b.  Clarabelle.  b.  Jan.  4,  1919;  mar.  Harry  Short;  1  son 
(1)  Jphs_B...j  b.  Apr.  21,  1950 

c.  Mariana .  b.  Jan.  6,  1921;  mar.  Boy  Parks;  1  son 

(1)  milaffi_C , ,  b.  1953 

d.  Bobert a.  b.  Feb.  16,  1924;  mar.  Frank  Gw in 

e.  Charles^_K. ,  b.  Nov.  1?,  192?;  mar.  Helen  Parks;  1  son 

(1)  Bobert  K. ,  b.  Oct.  29,  1954 

f.  Barbara,  b.  Oct.  3»  193^;  mar.  Wayne  Grant;  2  ch. 

’  Oj  Lge,  b.  Sept.  16,  1955  ' 

( 2)  Kimberly  Dee,  b.  Sept.  195? 

2.  Louella  K. .  b.  Dec.  9,  1892;  mar.  Balph  Hamilton;  1  son 
(l)  Mother  and  Son  both  died  at  Son's  birth 

3*  Eddie  Leroy,  b.  Nov, • 1894;  mar.  Mildred  Hoffman;  1  dau. 
a.  Marcia,  b. _ ;  mar.  Bobert  Schwartz;  2  ch. 

(1)  Eddie  Bobert.  b.  Aug.  3,  1956 

(2)  _ _ 

4*  Mary  Let it la.  b.  Apr.  4,  190X;  mar.  Dennis  West  In  1925*  1  son1 

a.  Ozro,  b.  July  16,  I936  •  ' 

5.  I  ora  Dee,  b.  Apr.  9,  1903;  mar.  William  Clise  in  I926;  2  ch. 

a.  Daughter  -  died  at  birth 

b.  Son  -  died  at  birth 

6.  Omer  Evln.  b.  Aug.  30,  1905;  mar.  Luel la  Heath;  5  sons 
a.  Eddie__Heatij,  b.  Jan.  20,  1929;  mar.  Nyla  Jane  Schlosser,  2  ch. 

(1)  Eddie  Heath.,  b.  1953 

(2)  Arnold  Evln.  b.  1955 
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-  Ezra  and  Delilah  Ford  Creager  Family  Lineal  History  - 
(Mary  Ann  Creager  and  Evin  Disher  Family  -  cont.) 


b.  Feb.  3,  1935;  mar.  Maxine  Robinson;  1  son 

(1)  Evin  Roy,  b.  1955 

c.  Donald  Edmpad,  b.  Jul.  18,  1936 

*  d.  Dal^Ozro,  b.l938;mar.  Violet  Krahn;  1  ch. 

(1)  Mary  Sue,  b.  _ 

*  e*  5ale._Qliyer,  b.  I938;  mar.  .Marianna  Cameron 

*  Dale  Ozro  and  Gale  Oliver  are  twins  -  born  Feb.  25,  1938, 


D.  to  Creamer  Dlsher,  X.  1668;  mar.  Lydia  Rudy;  died  1956;  2  dau. 

1.  Ooldie_irMe,  b.  Oct.  2,  1895;  mar.  Corwin  Harmeyer-  1  eon 

a.  son  died  in  infancy 

2.  Coda  Marie,  b.  Feb.  23,  1901;  mar.  Norman  Hull,  4  ch. 

a.  John  Warren,  b.  Mar.  6.  1928;  mar.  Marlyn  Ulmer 

b-  SifhpL-B.,  X.  Dec.  29.  1931;  mar.  Lole  Pcttenger.  3  ch. 
v 1)  Nancy.  b.  _ 

(2)  Carl,  b.  _ _ 

(3)  J ane,  b.  _ 

c«  Alice_Ann,  b.  Feb.  28,  1936 

d.  Ngrman  Fyedeylfijc,  b.  Jan.  1,  I938 

E.  Matthew,  b.  I87I,  died  at  9  yrs.  of  age. 


fltorirC0Uwin  TJar^fn  C*  J>isher  was  another  Creager  farmer  who  specialized  in  fine 
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He  ^rLdL  a  fren  °ther  pedlgreed  stock  on  his  farm  near  Greenville,  0. 
ua,  flft  v  I  k  7  many  years  and  enJoyod  their  home  life  and  their  work.  He 

T^lZtutfTu ln  1956>  Ee  stin  enJoye4 a sood  3tory »d a 


~  E  - 

LEVI  ANDERSON  AND  MARY  NAYLOR  CREAGER  FAMILY 


v-  ^li.>derson  Creager  was  born  Apr.  5.  1842.  He  married  Mary  Kavlor  ln  1864 

^yofa39  y"e  fmodrr,-d  ^  SePt>  22>  18B1*  he  di6d  °f  t^old  Ler  at  the' 
H&e  oi  39  yrs.  5  mo.  17  days. 

•A*  b.  Nov.  6,  1869;  mar.  Jesse  Utz;  1  ch. 

1.  A  daughter  -  died  at  birth  1900 

B.  Co^aj  b._0ct.  21,  1874;  mar.  Dr.  Charles  W.  Holtzmuller,  2  sons 

MaY  26,  I896;  mar.  Leda  Bigony;  2  sons 
a.  Jam^sRichard,  b.  May  1,  I92I;  mar.  Betty  Elliott;  1  son 
(1)  Paul  Elliott .  b.  1944 

Sept’  12,  1922|;  mar#  Sally  Cortright,  4  ch. 

(1)  Rodney,  b.  1951 

(2)  Jill  Ann,  b.  1953 

(3)  Nancy  Suer  b.  I955 

(4)  Kent,  b«  1956 
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-  Ezra  and  Delilah  Ford  Creamer  Family  Lineal  History  - 

(Levi  Anderson  and  Mary  Kaylo.r  Creager  Family  -  cont.) 

2*  Dr»  J»  Franklin.  b.  Nov.  5,  1900;  mar.  Grace  Fugate;  2  ch. 

a#  Dr.  Anne  Holtzmuller.  b.  Mar.  23,  1932;  mar.  Dr.  Allen  Schutt 
b.  Charles  W. .  b.  1936 

C.  Beniamin  Ezra,  b.  Feb,  26,  1880;  mar.  Bessie  Siler,  2  ch. 

1.  Levi,  b.  Sept.  2,  1902;  was  killed  in  auto  crash  in  1920 
2#  Mary,  b.  Mar.  14,  1906;  mar.  Sumner  Henn;  1  son 

a.  Dverett .  an  adopted  son;  mar.  Phyllis  Harris,  1957 


Mary  Creager  Henn  has  been  a  loyal,  faithful  member  of  the  group  and  cooperat¬ 
ed  in  getting  data  for  the  history,  particularly  with  her  father's  family# 


-  F  - 


CATHERINE  MARGARET  CREAGER  AND  WILSON  FUDGE  FAMILY' 

VI.  Catherine  M«.  was  the  sixth  child  and  the  fourth  daughter  of  Ezra  and  Delilah 
Creager#  She  was  born  Oct.  13,  1843  in  Washington  Twp.,  Preble  Co.  In  1840 
a  son  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Fudge  who  lived  just  over  the  Twp#  line 
in  Monroe  Twp,,  as  neighbors  of  the  Creagers.  In  Nov#  I863  this  son,  Wilson 
Fudge,  married  Catherine  Creager.  To  this  -union  were  bom  eleven  children# 
They  are  buried  in  Eaton  Cemetery. 

A,  Flora  Delove,  b,  Nov,  13,  1864;  died  of  typhoid  fever  on  Nov,  28,  I876 
and  is  buried  in  Zion  Cemetery. 

B,  Elizabeth  Luella,  b.  Dec.  29,  1866; .mar.  Noah  Ware;  no  ch.  Noah  died 
in  1893#  She  married  Perry  Stiver  in  1945.  She  died  Oct.  28,  1953* 

C,  Charles  Creager.  b.  Sept.  9»  1868;  mar.  (l)  Lovie  Wolf;  3  children;  died 
Apr#  18,  1949.  Lovie  Died  1897*  He  married  (2)  May  Marble,  1902;  2  Ch# 

1#  Edith  Margaret,  b.  June  4,  1892;  mar.  Charles  C.  Fabing;  no  ch, 

"Teeda  and  Boots",  as  they  have  been  intimately  known  to  the 
family,  were  both  teachers  for  many  years.  They  received  their 
early  training  in  the  schools  of  Preble  Co.,  and  later  at  Miami 
Univ.  They  were  natural  teachers  and  really  enjoyed  teaching 
the  thousands  who  have  enjoyed  being  taught  by  them.  They  were 
in  Los  Angeles  schools  for  more  than  20  years  and  have  recently 
retired  with  honors.  Their  home  now  is  Hemet,  Calif.,  I3I6  Clark 
Street.  • 

2#  Lulu  Marie,  b.  May  4,  1894;  mar.  Roy  Izor;  2  sons 
a#  Gene,  b.  Dec.  19,  1919;  mar.  Wilma  Kerns;  3  ch. 

(1)  Carolyn,  b.  1946 

(2)  Gregory,  b.  1948 

(3)  Beverly,  b.  1949  • 

b#  Eddie,  b.  Oct.  28,  1921;  mar.  Helen  Voris;  7  ch. 

TIT  Edward  F,.Jr,.  b-.  1946  (4)  Linda,  b.  I951 

(2)  Thomas,  b.  194?  (5)  Stephen,  b.  1954 

(3)  Marilyn,  b.  1949  ( 6)  Kathryn  May,  b.  1956 

(7)  Bradley,  b.  Jan.  1,  1958 


rXiarst  *i©ai>9*iO  £na  /lOBisJbaA  IvaJ) 

•  do  2  aosiO  .naa  ;00£X  .voB  .rf  .jrrXX&m'x  *I>  a*rCI  ,S 


^to  i  ■  'fm&tn  Ij/trfJL.  i  «  Oii9<f  m1  arsH  isjasiD 


f 

(S  )  ^>o1ti  r  '  >  v'u  L«»x<l  -i.  .c  '  _  # ' 

•rfs  on  jfcaitfr'l  .0  aeiiRriO  .iwi  ;Se*X  ,d  M  .X 

art*  oi  eve  tri 

'  #  i  >v;o-*ii  v  «j  ma  a  siioxu  .  •  i.-a  *  •  .  ..  .  ,r-  ii: 

at  von  oraorf  itoilT  ,a-ia».orl  rWtv 

S  ;t  osl  yo£  .low  ;^PSX  ,■**  xjof  •<*  •- 

•do  £  ;i  «v  -  i  aaiJtW  ,tb«  ;9f?X  ,9X  .©aCt  .rf  .aa»Q  ,n 


33. 


-  Ezra  and  Delilah  Ford  Creamer  Family  Lineal  History  - 

(Catherine  Margaret  Creager  and  Wilson  Fudge  Family  -  cont.) 

For  Eddie  Izor,  space  and  time  are  unlimited  as  vrell  as  service.  In  1958  he 
is  already  a  Major  in  the  Air  Force,  a  jet  plane  pilot,  and  has  driven  and  direct¬ 
ed  planes  to  all  parts  of  the  world.  His  parents,  as  t'/ell  as  all  the  rest  of  us, 
may  feel  justly  proud  of  his  achievement  and  his  family. 

3»  Paul  Raymond.  b»  Sept.  23*  I896;  mar.  ( l)  Marie  Martz;  3  ch.; 
mar.  (2)  Alene  Folkerth,  2  ch. 

a.  Donald,  t>.  Oct.  15,  1920;  mar.  Doris  Ford;  2  sons 

(1)  Ralph,  b.  1945 

(2)  Randy .  b.  1948 

b.  Mary  Catherine,  b.  Mar.  5,  1926;  mar.  David  Montgomery;  2  ch, 

(1)  _ ,  b. _ 

(2)  Cheryl,  b. _ 

c.  Carol  Jean,  b.  Sept.  8,  1937;  mar.  Gene  Miley 

Second  Marriage  of  Paul  to  Alene  Folkerth,  2  ch. 

d.  Robert .  b. _ _ 

e.  Barbara,  b. _ 

4*  Robert  M. .  b.  May  2,  1904;  mar.  Maxine  Kimmel;  1  son 

a.  Kim,  b.  Sept.  22,  1928;  mar.  Joan  Thatcher;  2  ch. 

(1)  Deborah  Lynn,  b.  Dec.  1956 

(2)  Robert,  b.  Aug.  1957 

5.  Frederick  Wilson,  b.  Oct.  8,  1911;  mar.  Mary  L.  Tullis;  4  ch. 

Mary  Louise  died  1953;  Re  then  married  Ruth  Davis,  1954, 

a.  Malcolm  T.,  b.  Apr.  23,  1935;  mar.  Gloria  Busch;  1  son 

(Ti  Malcolm,  Jr.,  b.  1956 

b.  David,  b.  Jan,  3 1 *  1937;  mar.  Gail  Garland;  2  ch. 

(1)  Terri  Lou,  b,  1956 

(2)  _ ;  b. 

c.  John  Charles,  b,  Nov,  13,  1938 

d.  Dorothy  Jean,  b.  Oct.  6,  1943 

Charles  Fudge,  like  his  cousins,  Warren  Disher,  Ezra  Creager  and  his 
sons,  specialized  in  the  farming  business.  He  was  very  proud  of  a 
medal  which  he  won  in  his  younger  years  for  having  produced  the  largest 
amount  of  hybrid  corn  on  10  acres  of  ground  in  his  county.  110,  too, 
was  a  Creager  farmer. 

May  Marble  Fudge  died  June  29,  1958.  They  are  buried  in  Mound  Hill 
Cemetery  in  Eaton,  Ohio. 

D.  Leoti  Fudge,  b.  Nov.  21,  18?0;  mar.  J.  Oscar  Creager;  2  ch, 

1*  Julia,  b.  Nov.  1908;  died  in  infancy 

2.  Joe  Tyler.  B.  Aug.  28,  1910;  died  Aug.  3!,  1925  of  spinal  meningitis. 
Buried  in  Monroe  Cemetery,  Eldorado,  Ohio. 

The  pictures  of  Leoti  and  "J.O."  are  herein  presented  as  a  memorial  of  their 
help  in  compiling  this  history.  They  spent  much  time  in  research  work  in  Frederick, 
Md.,  and  in  So.  Whitley,  Ind. ,  and  also  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  while  they  were 
studying  in  Europe  in  1938.  Leoti  was  interested  in  historical  places  in  Europe 
and  wrote  letters  home  to  many  of  her  relatives  and  friends  about  what  they  saw 
while  touring  Europe.  "J.O."  was  working  on  his  manuscript  in  the  field  of 
Education  at  that  time. 
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-  Ezra  and  Delilah  Ford  Creager  Family  Lineal  History  - 

(Catherine  Margaret  Creager  and  Wilson  Fudge  Family  -  cont.) 

Leoti  was  a  teacher  of  Elocution  in  the  National  Normal  University,  at 
Lebanon,  Ohio,  for  a  number  of  years.  She  gave  many  evening  entertainments  from 
various  authors,  such  as,  "Enoch  Arden",  by  Tennyson,  "Cricket  on  the  Hearth",  by 
Dickens,  "Trial  Scene",  from  Merchant  of  Venice,  by  Shakespeare,  "Pilot’s  Wife", 
from  "Far  Above  Rubies",  by  Agnes  Turnbull,  and  many  others.  Even  as  a  young 
girl  she  dramatized  the  poems  she  gave  in  school  programs  so  effectively  her 
audience  never  forgot  them. 

The  sudden  death  of  Joe  Tyler  in  1925  was  such  a  shock  to  his  parents  they 

never  recovered  from  the  loss.  They  worked  bravely  on  to  the  last  but  their 

sorrow  v/as  never  alievated.  All  that  friends  and  associates  could  do,  was  to  no 
avail#  Life  for  them  was  done.  Their  lovely  home  in  Eldorado,  Ohio,  did  not 
bring  back  the  joy  they  had  known  when  their  son  was  with  them.  Now  they  all  rest 
in  Monroe  Cemetery  on  the  plot  with  "J.O's"  parents,  where  so  many  of  our  relatives 
are  resting* 

E*  Jane  Fudge,  b.  Oct,.  4,  1872,  never  married;  d.  Sep_t.  12,  1943’ 

F.  Bertha  F.  Paddack,  b.  Sept.  23,  1874;  mar.  ( l)  Ozie  Tucker;  d.  June  4,  1958; 
1  son;  mar.  (2)  Charles  Paddack;  no  ch. 

1*  John,  b.  May  26,  1915;  mar.  Edith  Chamberlain;  2  ch. 

a.  Elaine,  b,  Oct.  30,  1938 

b.  Eddie,  b.  Oct.  28,  1942 

Bertha  was  a  graduate  nurse  from  Miami  Valley  Hospital.  She  served  as 
a  county  nurse  in  Preble  Co.,  for  a  number  of  years,  and  was  a  Red  Cross 
Nurse  in  service  for  years.  She  passed  away  in  a  nurses1  home  in  Eaton, 

June  4,  1958 

G*  Harriet,  b.  Sept.  26,  I876;  mar.  Charles  Waldo  Wright;  3  sons 

1*  Charles  F. ,  b.  Jul.  10,  1912;  mar.  Agnita  Greisen,  1938;  4  ch. 

a.  Kristin,  b.  Jul.  1,  1941 

b.  Gavin  Peter,  b.  Sept.  30,  1943 

c.  Robin  Ann,  b.  Mar.  3»  1946 

d.  Mary  Elise.  b.  Apr.  19,  1949 

2*  Jesse  Wilson,  b.  Jan.  22,  1914;  mar.  Ruthmary  Thornburg;  3  ch. 
a.  Jay  Wilson,  b.  June  8,  1940 
b*  Susie,  b.  Mar.  27,  1943 

c.  Marian,  b.  Jan.  25,  1947 

3*  David  Waldo,  b.  July  21,  1915;  mar.  Dorothy  Martineau;  1  son 
a.  David  J..  b.  Jan.  14,  1952 

David  entered  the  NaV'y  in  I933  and  served  23^  yrs.  Retired  in 
1957.  GSM. 

H*  Pearl,  born  Jan.  3»  1879;  Ear.  Ben  Pence;  he  died  1924;  5  ch* 

1*  Byron,  b.  Sept.  3i  1900;  never  married;  died  1923 

2*  Harriet .  b.  1902;  died  in  infancy 

3»  Catherine .  b.  Sept*  26,  1903;  mar.  Bill  Getter;  1  dau, 
a.  Nancy .  b.  Feb.  4,  1930;  mar.  _  Viel;  2  sons 

(1)  Mark  W. .  b.  Apr.  26,  1954 

(2)  Scott  W.,  b.  May  24,  1956 

4*  Joseph,  b.  1906;  died  in  infancy 

5«  Martha,  b.  May  2,  1909;  mar.  Don  Brodbeck,  1  son 

a.  David  G. ,  b.  Jul.  18,  1935;  mar.  Beverly  Hussman  1956;  1  ch. 

(l)  Amberley.  b.  Sept.  23,  1957 
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-  Ezra  and  Delilah  Ford  Creager  Family  Lineal  History  - 

(Catherine  Margaret  Creager  and  Wilson  Fudge  Family  -  cont.) 

I*  Joseph  Edwardf  h.  Oct.  10,  1880;  never  married;  d.  Oct.  21,  1952; 

Buried  in  Eaton,  Ohio*  Cemetery. 

J*  Franklin,  b.  May  1,  1883;  mar.  ( l)  Edith  Wellman;  2  ch;  mar.  (2)  Merrill 
Webb;  2  ch. 

1.  Douglas  M. .  b.  Feb.  9*  1908;  mar.  Valien _ ;  1  son 

a.  Douglas,  Jr.,  b.  Jul,  4,  1931 ;  mar.  _  LaRhoe;  no  ch. 

2.  Elizabeth  Ann,  b.  1911;  oar.  (l)  O.M.McCarthey;  1  dau. ;  mar.  (?) 

_  Odom. 

Second  Marriage  of  Franklin  Fudge 

3.  Jay  Franklin,  b.  Aug.  8,  19335  served  in  Navy  1955-57* 

4.  Mary  Frances,  b.  I936;  mar.  Farris  _ ;  2  ch. 

a,  Dennis,  b.  Feb.  4,  1955 

b.  Kathy,  b.  Apr.  6,  1956 

K,  Mary  Delilah,  b.  Sept,  11,  1885;  mar.  Frederick  Few;  2  girls. 

1.  Elizabeth  Lou 

2 »  Catherine  Jane 

Elizabeth  Lou  died  of  spinal  meningitis  Aug.  28,  1925 
Catherine  Jane  married  Don  Brainard;  2  sons 

a,  Marlowe,  b.  Aug.  1952 

b,  John  D. .  Apr.  12,  1954 


Twins,  b.  Oct.  19,  1917 


-  G  - 
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ANGEL IHE  CREAGER  AND  CORNELIUS  RISINGEH  FAMILY 


VII.  Aunt  Angellne  was  the  only  one  of  the  Creager  girls  who  had  blue  eyes.  In 

most  everyone's  opinion  she  was  the  best  cook.  She  had  a  dignified  walk  but 
she  was  always  cordial  and  friendly  to  everyone.  She  was  born  Apr.  25,  1845, 
married  Cornelius  Risinger.  They  had  5  children.  She  died  Sept,  24,  1024 

A.  William  Edward,  b,  Apr.  9,  1871;  mar.  (l)  Emma  Gilmore;  mar.  (2)  Ardell 
Lehman;  mar.  (3)  Blanche  Linton;  d.  1943;  1  eon. 

1.  Linton,  b,  Nov.  23,  1914;  mar.  _ 

B.  Mary*  b.  May  26,  1874;  died  1904 

C.  Frank  C..  b.  Oct.  20,  1879;  died  Apr.  20,  1909. 

D.  Harry  Lester,  b.  Mar,  4,  I883 ;  mar.  Stella  Eikenberry,  2  ch* 

1.  Mary  Catherine,  b.  Jan.  3»  1916;  mar.  Don  Ziegel;  3  ch. 

a.  Erie .  b.  Jan.  19,  1945 

b.  Jean,  b.  Aug.  21,  1947 

c.  David,  b.  Mar.  9»  1950 

2.  Jean  Angellne.  b.  Oct.  21,  1921;  mar.  Malvern  Huff;  3  ch* 

a.  Nancy  Jean,  b.  May  5,  1946 

b.  Mary  Ann,  b.  Jul.  12,  1949 

c.  Stephen  R. .  b.  Mar.  21,  1953 
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-  Ezra  and  Delilah  Ford  Creager  Family  Lineal  History  - 

(Angelina  Creager  and  Cornelius  Risinger  Family  -  cont.) 

E,  Anna  L, .  b.  Jan.  13,  1891;  mar.  George  Maier,  Aug.  195? 

She  was  on  the  faculty  of  Miami  University  frort  1928  to  1957*  when  she 
retired  and  married.  They  live  in  Miami,  Florida,  119  N.W,  47th  Terrace. 

Harry  Risinger  was  a  lawyer  who  was  with  the  office  of  Abel  and  John  Risinger 
in  Eaton,  Ohio*  He  served  as  Mayor  of  Eaton  and  held  other  offices  of  trust* 

Stella  has  been  of  great  help  in  compiling  this  history,  particularly  with 
the  records  of  Casper  and  Adam  Creager.  We  express  to  her  our  sincere  thanks. 


-  H  - 


JOSEPH  FRANKLIN  AND  ELIZABETH  DEEM  CREAGER  FAMILY 


VIII,  Jose-ph  Franklin,  b.  Aug.  3°,  184?;  mar.  Elizabeth  Deem;  2  ch. ;  d.  May  5, 
1911;  buried  in  Eaton  Cemetery. 

A,  Mary  Clarissa,  b.  Oct.  6.  1870;  mar.  John  Curry;  d.  Jul.  6,  1903; 

2  ch, 

1.  Irma,  b.  Jan.  20,  1892;  mar.  ( 1)  Russell  Ricker;  3  ch.; 
mar,  (2)  Charley  Deem 

a.  Robert .  b.  Sept.  8,  1914;  3  ch. 

(1)  _ 

(2)  _ 

(3)  _ 

*  b.  Maxine,  b.  May  26,  1920;  mar.  _ ;  3  ch. 

~TTT_ 

(2)  _ 

(3)  _ 

*  C.  Josephine,  b.  May  26,  1920,  mar.  _ ;  2  ch. 

.(1)  _ 

(2)  _ 

*  Maxine  and  Josephine  were  twins. 

2.  Lois,  b.  Jan.  17,  1901;  mar.  Alva  Bowers;  2  sons 

a.  J ame s .  b.  _____ 

b.  Dale,  b.  _ 

B.  Adda,  born  June  17,  1882;  mar.  Ben  Adler;  2  ch • 

1.  Mildred,  b.  Sept.  6,  1902;  mar.  Ferriel;  l'-'dat^f 

a.  Jean.  b.  Oct.  10,  1926;  mar,  _ _;  1  dau. 

(1)  _ 


2.  Martha,  b. 


;  d.  1911 
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-  Ezra  and  Delilah  Ford  Creager  Family  Lineal  History 


I 

SABAH  JANE  CREAGER  AND  LEVI  CRISLER  FAMILY 

IX,  Sarah  Jane,  h.  July  21,  1849;  mar.  Levi  Crisler:  3  ch.;  d.  Dec,  21,  1903; 
huried  in  Zion  Cemetery  on  plot  with  her  -parents. 

A.  Clarence  C..  h.  May  25,  1877;  mar.  (l)  Carolyn  Hathaway;  1  dau.; 
mar,  (2)  Minnie  Hawkins;  no  ch. 

1,  Beatrice,  b.  Dec.  1,  1908;  mar.  Albert  Skarupa;  no  ch, 

Clarence  C.  Crisler  was  a  Seventh  Day  Adventist  Missionary  and  served  in 
China  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  as  general  secretary  of  the  Far  Eastern 
Division  of  Adventists.  He  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  Iowa.  He  finished  high 
school  in  Orlando,  Fla.,  where  they  lived*  while  the  children  were  growing 
up.  He  completed  his  school  work  in  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  in  1897*  His 
career  was  characterized  by  industry  and  close  an-plication  and  he  was 
known  for  his  scholastic  ability.  He  was  an  ordained  minister  and  could 
speak  fluently  in  several  different  languages.  He  had  traveled  to  all 
parts  of  China  and  endured  many  harsh  hardships  In  his  labors  for  the 
church.  Truly,  he  was  a  faithful  missionary. 

Beatrice  and  Minnie  reached  the  graveside  by  plane  shortly  before  inter¬ 
ment  which  was  near  Lanchow.  He  had  died  of  pneumonia  on  Mar.  28,  1936. 

He  had  peacefully  breathed  his  last  2  days  before  they  could  reach  the 
place  where  funeral  arrangements  had  been  made.  His  library  of  over 
5000  volumes  was  placed  in  the  chapel  as  a  memorial  in  Shanghai. 

Beatrice  was  teaching  music  in  the  Far  Eastern  Academy  at  the  time.  Later, 
she  became  a  nurse  and  served  during  the  war  in  India,  where  she  met  and 
married  Albert  Skarupa. 

Minnie  was  kept  in  a  camp  as  a  prisoner  of  war  by  the  Japanese  for  nearly 
3  years.  She  returned  to  California  after  the  war  and  at  present  is  liv¬ 
ing  in  Loma  Linda,  230  San  Juan  Drive. 

B.  Florence,  b.  1880;  mar.  Dr.  William  Mortensen;  4  ch.;  d.  June  17,  1930 

1.  Elmer  Soren,  b.  Nov.  8,  1905;  mar.  Elizabeth  Stewart;  4  ch, 

a.  Florence  Anne,  b.  Nov.  8,  1932;  mar.  William  Blanchard  1951; 

3  ch. 

-  ( l)  William  Emerson,  b.  Dec.  15,  1951 

(2)  Laurel  Yvonne,  b.  Nov.  15,  1954 

(3)  Cheryl  Plan,  b,  Oct.  17,  1955 

b.  Elizabeth  Jean,  b.  Aug.  4,  1935;  mar.  David  Johnston,  Jun.  1957 

c.  Stewart  Soren,  b.  Apr,  14,  1940 

d.  Stephen  Edward,  b.  May  21,  1944 

2.  William  L. ,  b.  July  9,  1907;  mar.  Helen  Jincks;  Aug.  1931?  3  ch. 

"Dr.  Bill" 

a.  Rill  Soren,  b.  July  19,  1932 

b.  Marlyn,  b,  Feb.  28,  193^;  mar.  Glen  Hoagland  1955;  1  ch. 

(l)  Crisler  Lyn.  b.  Sept.  18,  1956 

c.  John  Crisler.  b.  Sept.  5.  1936 

3«  Margaret ,  b.  Mar.  23,  1912;  mar.  F.  Garland  Swain  1932;  4  ch. 

a.  Andrea  J . ,  b.  Apr.  24,  1934;  mar.  Donald  Lingle  1955;  1  son 

(l)  Michael  Soren.  b.  May  28,  1956 

b.  John  Soren,  b.  Dec.  25,  1936 

c.  Margaret  Ann,  b.  Aug.  15,  19^0 

d.  Sara  Beth,  b.  Feb,  14,  1943 
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-  Ezra  and  Delilah  Ford  Creamer  Family  Lineal  History  - 

(Sarah  Jane  Creager  and  Levi  Crisler  Family  -  cont.) 

4.  Florence  J. ,  t>.  Oct.  19,  1915;  mar.  Dr.  Cyril  Mitchell,  1939?  4  ch. 
a«  Thomas  Soren.  b.  Feb.  15,  1941 
b»  Sue  Ann,  b.  Nov.  10,  1942 

c.  David,  b.  Dec.  26,  1946 

d.  Janice  Kay,  b.  Aug.  10,  1956 

C.  Leroy  C..  b.  1804;  mar.  Emma  J.  _ ;  no  ch. ;  d.  Sppt.  12,  1943 

Leroy  was  a  Seventh  Day  Adventist  minister. 

Emma  died  1951.  Both  are  buried  in  Orlando,  Fla. 

Dr*  Wm*  Mortensen  and  his  sons  and  sons-in-law  have  established  the  Sanitarium 
in  Los  Angeles*  They  have  a  wonderful  institution  and  it  has  served  the  public  wel¬ 
fare  of  that  area  very  efficiently.  The  Crisler  family  has  made  a  fine  record. 

Florence  died  June  17,  1930 
Dr.  Mortensen  died  in  1954 
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XV 


CHRISTIAN  HENRY  AND  SUSANNAH  OBENCHEIN  CREAGER  FAMILY 

Christian  H,  Creager  was  the  fourth  son  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  Rike  Creager. 

He  was  born  in  Montgomery  Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  16,  1821.  There  were  already  eight 
children  in  this  family  as  his  father  had  remarried  after  the  death  of  his  first 
wife  in  1812*  Both  parents  were  natives  of  Frederick,  Md.,  and  were  of  German 
ancestry.  They  had  hewed  their  home  out  of  the  virgin  forest  when  they  came  to 
Ohio  in  1812  and  knew  the  harships  of  gaining  a  living  for  their  large  family  out 
of  the  soil.  The  children  were  trained  to  work  and  were  capable  of  doing  their 
share  in  the  many  duties  of  farm  work.  They  never  shirked  in  their  family  rela¬ 
tions  and  many  continued  to  help  each  other  by  sharing  their  home  with  neices  or 
nephews  when  a  parent  had  died,  as  was  the  case  with  the  sister,  Lydia  Margaret 
Burwell,  who  left  three  sons  at  the  age  of  39  years.  The  large  family  was  closely 
allied  in  spirit  and  have  held  family  reunions  annually  for  many  years, 

Christian  Henry  was  only  15  years  old  when  his  parents  left  the  home  in  Ohio 
and  traveled  to  So.  Whitley  Co.,  Ind.,  where  they  settled  on  Sec.  13  in  Cleveland 
Twp«  Here  Uncle  Chris  grew  to  manhood  and  on  Dec  23 ,  1841  he  married  Susannah 
Obenchein,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Catherine  Obenchein.  Two  days  later,  Christmas 
Day,  they  moved  on  to  what  was  known  as  the  Wetsel  Farm,  north  east  of  So.  Whitley, 
where  he  engaged  in  grinding  corn,  sawing  lumber  for  the  pioneer  farmers,  as  well 
as  clearing  his  own  acres.  He  was  a  large  man  and  physically  strong. 

He  was  a  public  spirited  man.  He  had  the  honor  of  having  opened  the  first 
two  miles  of  public  road  constructed  in  the  township  which  was  paid  for  out  of 
the  3$  state  fund.  This  work  was  done  during  the  summer  of  I838,  He  also  built 
the  first  piece  of  gravel  road  in  the  Tvrp,  In  I860  he  was  elected  County  Com¬ 
missioner,  and  reelected  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  2  year  term. 

There  were  10  children  born  to  this  union,  as  follows: 

1.  Samuel,  b.  Jan.  4,  1843;  mar.  Sarah  Hess;  ch.;  d.  Sept.  17,  1917 

2.  Catherine.  B,  Jan.  16,  1845;  mar.  John  T.  Foard;  7  ch. ;  d.  Jul.l5,lp85 

3.  Mary  Ann,  b.  Oct.  21,  1847;  mar.  Peter  Hess;  5  ch. ;  d.  Jul.  1925. 

4.  William  R,  b.  Mar.  6,  1850;  mar.  Mary  Crowl;  d,  1925 

5*  Lydia  M. ,  b.  Aug.  12,  1.852;  Mar.  Geo,  Ream;  4  ch. ;  d.  1943 

6,  Martha  E. .  b.  Mar.  22,  1856;  mar. _ ;  d.  _ 

7#  John  H. .  b.„,  Jan.  12,  1858;  mar.  Amanda  Ream;  _ ch. ;  d.  I9I9 

8#  Malvina,  b.  May  3.  I860;  mar.  Eli  Whit eleather;  ch.;  d,  1889 

Died  in  infancy  )  2  children 

.  Died  in  infancy  ) 

The  mother,  Susannah,  died  of  typhoid  Nov.  12,  1862.  Six  members  of  the  fami¬ 
ly  had  had  it  but  recovered.  With  this  family,  Uncle  Chris  was  much  in  need  of  a 
helpmate.  He  went  back  to  Preble  Co.,  Ohio,  and  found  a  friend  of  his  early  life. 
Mrs,  Elizabeth  Banfill  Mettert.  a  widow,  who  consented  to  be  married  and  they  re¬ 
turned  to  Indiana.  She  had  a  family  of  3  children  by  her  first  husband  Sam  Mettert, 
She  and  Uncle  Chris  were  married  on  Feb.  14,  1863.  To  this  union  were  born  four 
children,  as  follows: 

9.  Joseph  E.,  b.  Nov.  25,  I863 ;  mar.  Ida  A.  Sisk;  1  dau. ;  d.  1939 

10.  Oscar .Banfill,  b.  Dec.  3,  1865;  mar.  Lydia  E.  Burd;  4  ch. ;  d,  1936 

11.  Melissa  Angeline.  b.  Feb.  27,  1868;  never  married;  d.  1900  ’ 

18*  Laura  Arminta,  b.  Nov.  13,  1872;  mar.  ( l)  John  Cotton;  1  dau.; 

mar.  (2)  A.  L.  Cline;  1  dau. 
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The  Creamers  lived  a  tranquil  and  happy  life  until  Mar.  7*  1895,  when  the 
second  mother  passed  away.  Uncle  Chris  and  Angeline  continued  to  live  on  the  farm 
until  her  death  in  1900.  Then  he  went  to  live  with  his  son  Samuel,  and  continued 
active  the  rest  of  his  days 

In  1903,  he  and  Ms  "brother,  Levi,  came  to  Ohio  to  visit  relatives.  He  was 
82  years  old,  and  Uncle  Levi  was  86.  Joined  by  the  youngest  brother,  John  E. ,  76 
years  old,  they  all  three  were  welcomed  to  the  homes  of  many  relatives.  Uncle 
Chris  died  In  1906,  Uncle  Levi  in  1907,  and  John  H.  in  1900.  Their  picture  was 
taken  in  1903  in  Preble  Co.,  Ohio,  as  shown  herein. 

THE  FAMILY  OF  CHRISTIAN  H.  AN D  SUSANNAH  0.  CREAGER 

I.  Samuel,  bom  Mar.  4,  1843;  mar.  Sarah  Hess;  _ ch. ;  d.  Sept.  17,  191? 

II.  Catherine  M. ,  b.  1845;  mar.  John  Tyler  Hoard;  7  ch.;  d.  _ 

4*  Myrta  E. ,  b.  Jan.  9»  1867;  mar.  Jesse  A.  Glassley,  Jul.  18,  1886;  4  ch. ; 

d.  _ _ 

1.  Bay  Howard,  b.  Mar.  6,  188?;  mar.  Katherine  Baker,  1914;  1  ch. 

a.  Frederick,  b.  May  22,  1915;  mar.  Stella  Bratty,  1943;  3  ch. 

(1)  Hay  Wilcox,  b.  June  3,  1948 

(2)  Fred  jeon,  b.  May  3,  1951 

(3)  Mapgar e t_E  1 1  en,  b.  Aug.  20,  1953 

2.  John  Alba  Glassley,  b.  Nov.  21,  1888;  mar.  Edna  Ponseler,  1915;  no  ch. 

This  is  the  member  who  supplied  the  data  for  the  Myrta  Hoard  Glassley 
family,  which  we  all  appreciate  very  much. 

3*  Florence  Glassley,  b.  Dec.  18,  I896;  never  married;  died  1954 

4.  Keith,  b.  Apr.  19,  I896;  mar.  Beulah- Baldwin;  3  ch. 

a.  Patricia  Ann,  b.  Nov.  20,  1927;  mar.  Ernest  Grocock,  1951;  2  ch. 

(1)  Michael  David,  b.  Dec.  13,  1953 

( 2)  Janies  Ann,  b.  Sept.  25,  1957 

b.  Janet  Mae.,  b.  Nov.  27,  1929;  mar.  Wm.  C.  Deneen,  1948;  3  ch. 

(1)  Linda  Lee,  b.  Jul,  3»  1951 

(2)  Kathy  _Ann;  b.  Apr.  3,  1953 

(3)  Gregory  Keith,  b.  Apr.  19,  1954 

c.  Marian  Kay,  b.  Oct.  27,  1931;  an  airline  hostess  with  Capitol 
Airline  out  of  Washington,  D.C.,  1957 

B.  Henry  Kellis  Hoard,  b*  Mar.  1,  I87O;  mar.  Anna  Long;  3  dau.;  d  _ . 

1.  Zoa  True la,  b.  Dec.  14,  1899;  mar.  Everett  Evans;  no  ch.;  She  lives 
in  Denver,  Colo.,  2540  Raleigh  St,  and  has  the  family  Bible 

2.  Mae,  b.  1902;  killed  in  an  auto  accident  in  her  teens. 

3.  Lenore,  b.  Jun.  28,  1908;  mar.  Carl  Enz;  1  step  dau.;  1  dau. 

a.  _ ,  b  _ ;  mar.  a  man  from  Turkey,  2  sons. 

b.  Marlyn,  b.  _ ;  mar.  _ _ ;  1  dau.;  b.  1957 

0.  Lenore  Angeline.  b.  Mar.  26,  1872;  mar.  Dr.  Allen;  1  dau.;  thev  live  in 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 

1.  _ ,  b  _ ;  mar.  _ ;  2  ch,;  no  data 

D.  Charles  Irvin,  b.  Apr.  1874;  mar.  Augusta  Goble;  5  ch. 

1.  Glen,  b.  _ ;  mar.  _ ;  no  ch. 

2.  Alice,  b.  _ ;mar.  _  Maloley,  grocer  in  Ft.  Wayne 

3.  .Elolse,  b. _ ;  mar.  _ ;  1  dau. 

4.  Ulah,  b.  _ ;  never  mar* 

5.  Dr.  Charles,  b. _ ;  mar. _ ;  4  ch. ;  Foot  specialist  in  Ft.  Wayne. 
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E.  Mary  Alice,  b.  Sept.  14,  I876;  mar.  Geo.  Hathaway;  no  ch.;  d.  1925. 

F.  Peter  Ira,  h.  Oct.  1,  18?8;  mar. _ ; 

G.  Archie  Eugene,  h.  Sept.  19,  1881;  mar.  Nancy  Jane  Thompson,  1905;  1  ch. 

1.  Faye  L. .  b.  Feb.  10,  1906;  mar.  John  J.  Reid,  19 25;  2  ch. 

a.  Jacuallne  Jean,  b.  Mar.  9,  1928;  mar.  Wm.  Warren  Webster, 
1948;  2  ch. 

(1)  Beth  Ann,  b.  Jul.  12,  1952 

(2)  William  Scott,  b.  June  20,  1955 

b.  John  Huston,  b.  Feb.  2,  1929 

H.  Eva  Avllla.  b.  Jan.  9*  1884,  died  Aor,  1885 

III.  Mary  Ann,  b.  Oct,  21,  1848;  mar.  Peter  Hess,  1868;  5  ch. ;  d.  Aug.  24,  1925 

A.  Chloe  M.  (Aunt  Mollie),  b.  May  IP,  I869 ;  mar.  Edw,  Keirn,  1889;  1  son; 
d.  I889  (20  yrs.  old). 

1.  Edward  Carl,  b.  Jul.  17,  1889,  raised  by  Grandma  Hess,  lives  in 
Hot  Borings,  Mont, 

B.  Charles  Oscar,  b.  Sept.  I87I,  mar.  _ ;  _ ch.;  d.  1927 

C.  John  Edward,  b.  June  25,  1874;  mar.  _ ; 

D.  Anna  C. ,  b.  Nov.  22,  1877;  mar. _ Berry;  lives  in  Warren,  Ind. 

E.  Clarence  A.,  b.  Jan,  2,  1883;  died  Sept.  16,  1948 

IV.  William  R. .  b.  Mar.  6,  1850;  mar.  Mary  Crowl;  d,  1925* 

V.  Lydia  Margaret,  b.  Aug.  12,  1852;  mar.  George  Ream,  1873;  4  ch.;  d.  1943 
91  yrs.  old. 

A.  Cora  Leona,  b.  I876;  mar.  Thomas  J.  Reece,  1902;  2  ch. ;  d*  1957 

1.  _  " 

2.  _ 

B.  Olive  Everdeen;  b.  Oct.  15,  1880;  mar.  Ora  Harper;  2  ch.;  lives  in 
Tacoma,  Wash.,  1033  So.  Prospect  St. 

1.  Glen  T. ,  b.  Lee.  8,  1903;  mar.  Trix,  1933 

2.  Mildred  Ardath.  b.  Apr.  17,  1906;  mar.  Victor  Fox,  1033;  1  ch. 

a.  Kathleen,  b.  Sep.  18,  193&;  mar.  Ernie  Fox,  1956 

C.  George  E.  Ream,  b.  1882;  mar.  Pansy  Elliott;  _  ch;  lives  in 

Columbia  City,  Ind. 

D.  Lucy  A. ,  b.  1884;  mar.  L,  Burdell  Young;  _ ch. 

VI,  Martha  E, ,  b.  Mar.  22,  1854;  mar.  _ ;  no  record 

VII,  John  H. ,  b,  Jan.  12,  1858;  mar.  Amanda  Ream;  died  June  12,  1919 

VIII,  Malvina,  b.  May  3»  i860;  mar.  Eli  Whiteleather;  _ ch;  d.  I889 

Two  children  died  in  infancy 


CHRISTIAN  AND  ELIZABETH  METTERT  CREAGER 

The  children  of  the  second  marriage  and  their  families 
were  as  follows; 

IX.  Joseph  E,  b.  Nov.  25,  I863 ;  mar.  Ida  A.  Sisk;  1  dau.;  d.  1939 
A,  Edna  Belle,  b.  1864;  mar.  _ ;  lives  in  Elkhart,  Ind. 


X.  Oscar  Banfill,  b.  Dec.  3i  1865;  mar.  Lydia  Burd;  4  ch. ;  Died  1936.  This  is 
the  one  that  was  called  "Jim". 
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A. 


B. 


Aileen,  b.  Jul.  31#  1895;  mar.  Granville  0.  Miller;  ^  ch. 

!•  Dean  D. .  b.  Nov.  3#  1920;  mar.  Phyllis  Ferrey,  1923;  no  ch* 

2.  Betty  Marilie.  b.  Aug.  24,  1924;  mar.  Capt.  Guy  H.  Nooney,  1921; 
4  ch. 

a*  Jane  Ann,  h.  Sept.  22,  1945 

b.  James,  b.  May  10,  1948 

c.  Jeffrey,  b.  Mar.  30#  1952 

d.  Julia,  b.  Oct.  16,  1954 


Capt.  Guy  Nooney  is  in  Burtonwood  Air  Force  Base,  near  Manchester, 
England.  Home  -  East  Orange,  N. J v 

d  M  uj'ntidd-h  tu-v  :hi  zd,  Uitiv-C V/ 

Helen,  b.  Oct.  10,  1896;  mar.  Herman  Auer;  4  ch. 

1.  Kathryn,  b.  Jan.  22,  1917;  mar.  Howard  Gustafson;  1  dau. 

a.  Alice,  b.  _ ;  mar.  Jack  Bui t man;  1  dau. 

(l)  Joleen.  b.  1957 

2.  Verlin  D. .  b.  Nov.  9#  1920;  mar.  _ ;  3  ch. 

Verlin  is  a  Radar  Man;  lives  in  Eagle  Pass,  Texas 


3.  Marjorie,  b.  Dec.  15,  1923;  mar.  Clarence  Frension;  2  ch. 

a.  Richard,  b.  _ 

b.  Mary  Kay,  b.  _ 

4*  Gail  Creager,  b.  Jul.  25,  1930;  mar.  Janet  Engle;  2  dau. 
a*  Debora,  b .  1954 
b.  Rebecca,  b.  1955 


C.  Alice  Creager,  b.  Apr.  26,  1899;  mar.  Myron  Kellogg;  2  ch. 

1.  Wilma,  b.  Jul.  10,  1924;  mar.  Kenneth  Prugh;  3  ch. 

a.  Rodney,  b.  _ 

4*  Gregg,  b.  _ 

c.  Ray,  b.  _ 

2*  Herbert ,  b.  _ 

D.  Russell  Creager.  b.  Dec.  10,  1901;  mar.  Effie  Garvin;  2  sons 

1*  James,  b.  Aug.  10,  1929 
2*  Paul,  b.  Aug.  16,  1931 

XI.  Meli  ssa  Angeline,  b.  Feb.  27,  1865;  never  married;  kept  house  for  her  father 
after  her  mother' s  death. 


XXI.  Laura  Arminta.  b.  Nov.  13,  1872;  mar.  ( l)  John  Cotton;  1  dau.;  mar.  (2)  A* 
L.  Kline;  1  dau.;  d.  Apr.  9,  1924. 

A#  Cora  Cotton,  b.  1895;  mar.  Frank  Ward;  no  ch. 

B.  Sylvia  Kline,  b.  _ ;  mar.  Ernest  Scott;  1  son 

1.  Dale  Scott,  b.  1925  -  They  live  in  Allentown,  Penn. 
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LYDIA  MARGARET  CREAGER  AND  PHINEAS  BURWELL  FAMILY 


The  record  of  this  family  was  furnished  mainly  "by  Lela  Burwell  of  So,  Whitley, 
Ind, ,  a  grand  daughter  of  Lela  Margaret  Creager  and  daughter  of  Adam,  R,  Burwell. 
This  was  the  only  daughter  in  the  Peter  Creager  family.  She  was  horn  in  1824  and 
married  Phineas  Burwell,  1844.  They  had  3  sons;  she  died  1852. 

!•  Peter,  h.  1845;  mar.  an  Qhenchein  girl;  2  dau. 

a.  Cora  Burwell,  b.  _ ;  a  teacher  -in  So.  Whitley. 

b.  Eva,  b.  _ ;  mar.  Wilford  Miller,  a  college  prof. 

After  her  mother's  death,  Eva  lived  with  Levi  Burwells. 

2*  Anderson  Levi,  b.  1847;  mar.  Jane  Williamson;  no  ch.  He  was  raised  by 
Uncle  John  R.  Creager. 

3»  44am  R. ,  b.  1850;  mar.  Catherine  Ritter  in  1872;  Catherine  was  born 
1850,  died  1932;  Adam  died  1936.  They  had  8  children. 

a.  Albert  E. ,  b.  Jan  11,  1874 

b.  Charles  A.,  b.  Jan.  3,  I876 

c.  Harley  A. .  b.  Sept.  16,  I878 

d.  Ethel  M. .  b.  May  9,  1881 
"Ne.  Lela.  L. ,  b.  Nov.  16,  1884 

f.  Lura  Mabel,  b.  Nov.  9,  1886 

g.  Lydia  L. .  b.  Apr.  20,  1888 

h.  Vada,  b.  Nov.  29,  1890 

Anderson  Levi,  after  his  mother' s  death,  was  raised  by  Uncle 
John  R.  Creager,  and  Adam  was  raised  by  Peter  II.  This  record 
is  incomplete.  Any  facts  that  are  known  would  be  appreciated 
by  the  historian. 
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PETER  II  AND  MELISSA  J.  WILLIAMSON  CREAGER  FAMILY 


The  record  of  this  family  was  furnished  by  two  people,  Miss  Grace  Alexander, 
a  grand  daughter  of  Peter  II,  and  Miss  Lela  Burwell,  whose  father  Adam  Burwell  was 
raised  by  Uncle  Peter.  These  people  all  live  in  the  area  of  So.  Whitley.  The  data 
were  taken  from  the  county  library  in  Columbia  City,  Ind.  Peter  II  was  only  seven 
years  old  when  the  Creagers  moved  to  So.  Whitley,  and  he  grew  to  manhood  there.  He 
was  born  in  Montgomery  Co.,  Ohio,  April  26,  1829,  and  married  Melissa  Williamson, 
Jan.  1,  1854.  He  remained  on  the  home  place  until  1 855  when  he  bought  his  own 
farm  in  Washington  Tvp.  He  served  as  Township  Trustee  and  County  Commissioner 
several  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  Three  children 
were  born  to  this  family. 

V ictoria  E. ,  b.  Oct.  25,  1854;  she  died  Oct.  1865 
Lydia  A,  b.  Jul.  2,  1857;  mar.  Charles  Alexander 
Joseph  L, ,  born  _ ;  no  children. 
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(Peter  II  and  Melissa  J.  Williamson  Creager  Family  -  cont.) 

The  mother  died  Dec.  25,  186 5.  She  is  buried  in  old  Creager  plot.  On  Aug. 
30,  1866,  Peter  II  married  Margaret  A.  Chamberlain,  a  native  of  Wayne  Co.,  Ind., 
born  July  3 1842.  To  this  union  were  born  two  children. 

Margaret  Minnie,  born _ ;  mar.  _ -Smith;  2  ch. 

Arthur  Carl,  born _ ;  mar.  _ ;  daughter,  Thelma 

The  families  of  Margaret  Minnie  and  Lydia  A.  will  follow: 

I.  A.  Lydia  A.  Creager.  b.  Jul.  2,  1857;  mar.  Charles  W.  Alexander;  6  children; 
she  died  Feb.  23,  1925. 

1.  Gilbert  F. ,  b.  Feb.  1,  I878;  mar.  _ ;  8  ch;  d.  1947 

a#  Walter 
b »  Howard 

c.  Gladys 

d.  Martha 

e.  Merle 

f.  Qian 

h*  Hazel 

2.  George.b.  Jun.  6,  1880;  mar.  _ ;  9  ch, ;  d.  193® 

a.  Clare 

b.  Hgrry 

c.  Alton 

d.  Georgia 

e.  Carl 

f.  Evelyn 

g.  Fred 

h.  Hay 

i .  Cynthia 

3*  Leon  C.,  b.  June  17.  1883;  mar.  _ ;  4  ch. 

a.  Helen 

b.  Weldon 
c •  Charles 
d.  Dewitt 

Grace  B. ,  b.  June  12,  1886 

5.  Lura  May,  b.  Mar.  21,  1893;  died  June  3,  1894 

6.  Hay  Wilbur,  b.  May  15,  1899;  mar.  _ ;  2  ch. 

a.  Phil 

b.  Joyce 

II.  Second  Family  of  Peter  Creager  II 

A.  Margaret  Minnie,  b.  _ ;  mar,  _  Smith;  5  ch. 

1.  Pearl 

2.  Marie 

3.  Halph 

4.  Esther 

,  5*  Eli  za,beth 

Cl\LZ.iu\‘ 

B.  Carl  $.«  b.  _ ;  mar.  _ ;  1  dau. 

1.  Thelma 
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XVIII 

JOHN  REUBEN  AND  JULIA -BANE ILL  CREAGER  FAMILY 


I.  John  Reuben,  horn  Mar.  14,  1832;  mar.  Julia  Banfill;  3  ch. ;  d.  1908 

A.  Joseph  A,  b.  1858;  mar.  May  Rodkey;  1  son;  d.  Nov.  10,  1895 

1.  Roy,  b.  _ ;  mar.  Ada  Morgan;  1  dau. 

a.  Emma,  born,  May  2,  1915;  mar.  Vernon  Smoker,  1942;  2  ch. 

(1)  Roy  C.  b.  Dec.  7,  1943 

(2)  Marcia  Faye,  b.  Oct.  8,  1945 

B.  Alice  J. ,  born  1869;  mar.  Henry  Clark;  1  son. 

1.  Albert .  b.  _ ;  mar.  Clara  Rohres;  2  sons 

a .  Oscar ,  b . _ 

b.  Earl  A. .  died  young 

C.  John  Oscar,  b.  Sept,  J,  18?2  in  So.  Whitley,  Ind.,  mar.  Leoti  Fudge, 

Dec.  17,  1899;  He  died  Jan.  5,  1943;  buried  Monroe  Cemetery. 

1.  Baby  Julia,  b.  I9O8;  died  in  infancy 

2.  Joe  Tyler,  b.  Aug.  I9IO ;  died  Spet .  1,  1925;  15  yrs.  old. 

Dr.  J.  0.  Creager  was  Dean  in  School  of  Education,  New  York  University  for 
20  years.  His  record  was  in  "Who's  Who"  for  many  years  up  to  time  of  his  death. 

He  retired  in  1942  and  he  and  Leoti  moved  to  Eldorado,  Ohio.  She  died  there  in 
1949,  Oct.  28th.  They  bequeathed  their  piano  and  $2000  to  the  Universalist  Church 
there,  and  a  memorial  has  been  created  for  them  in  the  church. 

He  and  Leoti  did  much  of  the  research  work  for  this  report,  together  with 
Elizabeth  L.  Ware. 

Dr.  Creager  was  known  throughout  the  educational  world  for  the  influence  he 
had  in  improving  our  school  methods.  He  had  a  manuscript  almost  ready  for  publi¬ 
cation  at  the  time  of  his  death  on  the  subject  of,  "Retrospect  and  Prospect  in 
American  Education".  Many  school  men  in  the  graduate  schools  all  over  the  country 
were  anticipating  the  publication.  Unfortunately,  the  manuscript  was  lost  at  the 
time  of  Leoti* s  death.  A  very  great  loss.  He  had  spent  much  time  on  the  research 
in  America  and  in  Europe,  and  very  hard  work  in  the  study  of  the  material.  He  had 
an  A.B.  degree  from  Yale;  M.A.  from  Harvard  and  Ph.D,  from  N.Y.  University.  He 
served  as  state  school  commissioner  in  Wyoming,  was  head  of  Dept,  of  Education 
in  Tucson,  Arizona,  and  head  of  Department  of  Education  at  N.Y.  Univ.  for  about 
20  years.  He  retired  in  Sept.  1941,  and  died  Jan.  5,  19^3,  at  the  new  home  in 
Eldorado,  Ohio. 


*******  ** 


THE  OBITUARY  OF  JOHN  REUBEN  CREAGER 


John  Reuben  Creager,  son  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  Rike  Creager,  was  born  Mar. 
14th,  I832,  near  Farmer sville,  Ohio,  and  died  June  5th,  1908,  aged  ?6  years;  2 
months,  and  21  days.  He  was  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  6  sons  and  one  daughter. 
When  he  was  4  years  old  his  family  moved  to  Indiana,  where  he  lived  until  the  age 
of  18,  on  the  paternal  farm  in  So.  Whitley  Co.  He  then  came  to  Ohio  where  he  work¬ 
ed  with  his  brother  Ezra,  near  Eaton,  Ohio. 
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On  Oct.  5 1  1854  he  married.  Julia  Ann  Banfill,  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah 
Banfill.  They  lived  in  Prehle  Co.,  until  1855  when  they  went  to  Indiana  to  live 
on  the  Creager  farm*  They  resided  with  the  mother  until  her  death  in  18?0,  when 
they  again  returned  to  Ohio  and  lived  in  the  former  home  near  West  Manchester 
the  rest  of  their  lives. 

To  them  were  horn  three  children;  Joseph, Albert,  Alice  J«,  and  John  Oscar. 

The  oldest  son,  Joseph  Albert,  died  in  Denver,  Colo,,  Nov.  10,  1895,  aged  39  yrs* 
The  wife  and  mother,  Julia  Ann  Creager,  died  June  14,  1901.  A  son,  daughter  and 
Wo  grand  children,  Boy  E,  Creager,  son  of  Joseph  Albert  and  Mae  Creager,  and  John 
Albert,  son  of  Henry  S.  and  Alice  J.  Clark,  survive. 

Mr.  Creager  became  a  member  of  the  Universalist  Church  in  Thorncreek  Centre, 
So.  Whitley  Co.,  Ind. ,  about  18?0.  Later,  he  became  a  member  of  the  Universalist 
Church  in  Eldorado,  Ohio,  at  which  time  Mrs,  Creager  united  with  the  church. 

Mr.  Creager  has  always  been  a  man  of  the  sturdiest  moral  principles,  a  husband 
of  the  utmost  tenderness  and  fidelity,  a  father  who  was  always  wise  and  sympathetic 
toward  his  children,  in  general,  a  man  of  the  most  substantial  character  and  sound 
views  and  decided  convictions.  He  was  an  enthusiastic  advocate  of  national  prohi¬ 
bition  and  was  against  the  sanction  of  public  vice  in  any  form. 

He  served  his  community  as  a  member  of  the  school  board,  was  a  township  trus¬ 
tee,  and  served  on  the  grand  jury  several  times.  He  put  into  practice  the  best 
things  he  had  learned  and  acquired. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  home  on  Monday  afternoon,  burial  in  Monroe 
Cemetery  -  June  8,  1908. 


********* 


